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Stelmach announces intent to resign 


Sources cite budget 


split as the reason 


By Marco Levytsky, 
Incorporating reports from The 
Edmonton Journal and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

In a surprising move, Alberta 
Premier Ed Stelmach on Jan. 25 
announced he will not be seeking 
re-election as Premier of Alberta. 

The announcement came at a 
hastily called news conference that 
moming, hours before a Treasury 
Board meeting and one day before 
back-to-back caucus meetings at 
which the ruling Tories discussed 
the upcoming budget, reported 
Karen Kleiss of the Edmonton 
Journal. 

“After 25 years of public. service 
I am not prepared to serve another 
full term as premier,’ Stelmach 
said, his wife Marie by his side. 

“Therefore I have decided to an- 
nounce today that I will not be run- 
ning as a candidate in the next gen- 
eral election.” 

Sources close to the government 
said Stelmach’s departure was trig- 
gered by a deep split in caucus over 
the direction of the budget. 

On one side was Stelmach, who 


announced in December the Tory 
government would not keep its 
promise to balance the books by 
2012-12, largely because provin- 
cial revenues have stayed flat in the 
wake of the international economic 

crisis. 
On the other side was Finance 
Cont. on P. 3 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


“Christmas Story” 


The “Christmas Story” — as presented by the Children’s Choir of St. Josaphat's Ukrainian CatholicParish under the instruction of Sister Miriam 
Golub SSMI, musical direction of Sister Emmanuela Kharyshyn SSMI, and artistic direction of Kasia Antoszko — was a big crowd pleaser at the 
Festival of Carols, Jan. 23 at St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Edmonon. Organized by the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta 
[UMSA], and hosted by the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton, this well-attended event was graced by the presence of Bishop David Motiuk, 
Eparch of Edmonton, Rev. Fr. М. Kowalchyk, St. Josaphat’s parish priest, and other clergy. Admission to this concert appropriately consisted of a 
charitable donation to the “Bridge of Hope” project in Ukraine. Pictured above: a scene from the “Christmas Story”. For more see the Ukrainian- 
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Dzhemilev nominated for Nobel Peace Prize 


(UkrNews/Interfax-Ukraine)}— 
The chairman of the Mejlis, the par- 
liament of the Crimean Tatars, and 
MP from Our Ukraine —Peoples’ 
Self-Defence faction, Mustafa 
Dzhemiley, has been nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize, Radio 
Liberty reported on Feb. 1. 

The president of the World 
Congress of the Crimean Tatars, 
Refat Срибагоу, said that ап ap- 
plication to the Nobel Committee 
was submitted by 17 professors 
from Ukraine, Poland, Hungary, 
Romania, Russia, Turkey and the 
United States, as well as from three 
acting MPs from Ukraine (BYT- 
Batkivschyna member Borys Tara- 
siuk), Canada (Borys Wrzesnew- 
skyj, Liberal, Etobicoke-Centre) 
and the Europein Parliament 
(Justas Vincas Paleckis. 

“Mustafa Dzhemilev, Chairman 
of the Mejlis (7 irliament) of the 
Crimean Tatar People and Ukrain- 
ian Member of Parliament, was a 


political prisoner in Soviet gulag 
camps for 15 years. For his self- 
less activities in support of human 
and democratic rights, the rights of 
indigenous peoples, and non-vio- 
lence, he has received many inter- 
national awards and honours. Mr. 
Dzhemilev’s lifelong work epitom- 
izes Alfred Nobel’s goal. Award- 
ing Mr. Dzhemilev the Peace Prize 
would reinforce to the world that 
liberty, human rights and the rule 
of law can be won by determined 
peaceful acts of conscience, апа І 
am honoured to nominate him for 
this most prestigious international 
award,” stated Wrzesnewskyj. 
Recently, M.P. Wrzesnewskyj 
sponsored Dzhemilev’s official 
visit to Canada’s Parliament where 
meetings took place with numer- 
ous Canadian parliamentarians, 
elected government members, de- 
partment officials, members of the 
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Left to right: MP. Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Chair of the Mejlis of Crimean 
Tatars Mustafa Dzhemiley, and House of Commons Speaker Honourable 
Peter Milliken. 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, February 3- 16, 3 - 16 лютого, 2011 


Верховна Рада продовжила 


чено. термін Януковича 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Верховна Рада І лютого внесла зміни до Кон- 
| | ституції України щодо призначення дат наступ- 
Would you like to work with funeral || aux виборів Президента та парламенту. Рішення 
directors who understand how підтримало 310 депутатів. Водночас, опозиція 
valuable it is for you and your family - заявила про порушення норм Основного закону 
to have a truly meaningful funeral a під час голосування. Відтак, представники БЮТ- 
ехрегіепсе? i «Батьківщини» мають намір звертатимуться до 


; Конституційного 7 
When the time comes to honor a CUTER Cray “= 

; : Згідно зі змінами до Конституції, ухваленими 
loved one’s memory in а persona! and 


З Верховною Радою, чергові парламентські вибори 
respectful way, please call us. відбудуться у жовтні 2012 року, a президентські — 
» Wide range of burial & cremation у березні 2015 року. При визначенні дат виходили 
services & products з того, що змінами до Основного закону встанов- 
е Prearranged funeral plans to люється 5-річний термін повноважень глави де- 
meet your personal wishes ржави, парламенту, Верховної Ради Криму, депу- 
and financial budget татів місцевих рад всіх рівнів і сільських, селищ- 
них та міських голів, пояснив заступник голови 

Верховної Ради, комуніст Адам Мартинюк. 
2 4 h ours: 7. 80- 42 6-005 0 «Уніфікують строки повноважень Президента 
. України, народних депутатів, місцевих рад та сіль- 
Toll Free: 1-877-426-0050 ських, селищних, міських голів. Для всіх встанов- 
і люється п'ятирічний строк. Змінюються строки 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue проведення ea Sonica ооо чер- 
www.parkmemorial.com б гові вибори Верховної Ради проводити в останню 
і й : і ; неділю жовтня п'ятого року її повноважень Чер- 
Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake | Vegreville гові вибори Президента пропонується проводити 
ns в останню неділю березня п'ятого року його пов- 

новажень», - заявив віце-спікер. 

За словами представників опозиції, проект змін 
до Конституції, ще з ранку першого дня восьмої 
сесії не мав достатньої для ухвалення підтримки 
серед депутатів. Адже в цілому зміни до Основно- 
го закону мають ухвалюватися не менш ніж трь- 
омастами голосами. Утім, «наполеглива агітація» 
дала свої результати. 

Свої аргументи на користь проекту навів 1 Голова 


R b P h | Верховної Ради Володимир Литвин. «Поспішаю 
е п ему У oO п е a заспокоїти. Якщо, борони Боже, Верховна Рада не 
At ухвалить рішення, то вибори будуть у березні, але, 

у krai nian News accepts за законом новим і дуже цікавим. Тому будьте всі 


МІЗА ап а Masterca rd | спокійні у цьому плані», - зауважив він. 


Call 780-488-3693 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community | 


Чи ви відновили Вашу передплату? 


Have You Renewed Your Subscription? 


Зрештою «за» проголосували 310 депутатів. 
Зокрема, 41 член фракції НУНС та 7 депутатів 
від БЮТ-«Батьківщини». Останніх майже одразу 
виключили з фракції. Утім, це вже не впливає на 
результат роботи парламенту, як і не впливає на 
позицію БЮТ-«Батьківщини», де вважають, що 
рішення щодо змін до Конституції було ухвалене з 
порушенням самої Конституції, заявив заступник 
голови цієї фракції Сергій Соболєв. 

«Це вже в черговий раз, коли парламент, голосу- 
ючи за Конституцію, порушує саму Конституцію. 
Принаймні, 25 осіб, які «натиснули» кнопки «за», 
не були присутні у сесійній залі. Ми оголосили 
всіх відсутніх, але, на жаль, голосування відбулося 
в пряме порушення, навіть, не регламенту, а Конс- 
титуції», - наголосив Соболєв. 

За його словами, відповідні зміни до Конституції 
«лише врятували ту більшість, яка є, від реальної 
оцінки, яку б виставив український народ на виб- 
орах». Крім того, за словами бютівця, відповідним 
рішенням суттєво збільшені повноваження Пре- 
зидента через додання додаткового часу до його 
правління. 

Депутат від БЮТ Сергій Сас із трибуни Верхов- 
ної Ради заявив, що є всі підстави для звернення 
до Конституційного Суду з цього приводу. А на- 
родний депутат від НУНС Анатолій Матвієнко 
вважає, що є причини і для розпуску парламенту. 

«Це ні що інше, як демонстрація того, що з опа- 
лу, навіть, не думаючи що ми робимо - виконуємо 
функції, які нам нав'язують з Банкової. А далі все 
відбувається за сценарієм, що нами не пишеться. 
А тому Верховна Рада, яка не виконує своїх фун- 
кцій, не має права бути Верховною Радою. Вона 
має бути розпущена» — наголосив Матвієнко. 

До внесення змін, виходячи з норм Конституції 
1996 року, чергові парламентські вибори повинні 
були відбутися у березні 2011 року, а вибори Пре- 
зидента у жовтні 2014-го. Відповідно до Основно- 
го закону в редакції 1996 року, парламент обирав- 
ся на 4 роки, а глава держави на 5 років. 


Голосування за 
al зміни до Конституції 


Check the address label. Your subscription lasts only until the date С ф аль СИ ф IKYB али = Ap 2 EB 


given below. 


John O. Public Дмитро bapxap, Радіо Свобода 
«Тер 16 - Маг 2, 2011 L Голосування за внесення змін до Конституцію 
України в частині призначення виборів сфальси- 
00000 - 00 St. фікували, заявив народний депутат від НУНС Bo- 
Anytown, Prov. Postal Code лодимир Ар'єв. Він повідомив Радіо Свобода, що 
його голос зарахований за це рішення, хоча його 
картка для голосувань перебуває з ним у США. 
Натомість у провладній парламентській більшості 
заяву Ар'єва назвали «цирковою виставою». 


ЦІНИ/РВІСЕ5 
В Канаді / In Canada: 
1 рік/уеаг (24 примірники/і55цез) $40.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) 
2 роки/усаг5 (48 примірників/і55пе5) $75.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) 


(ціна включає ПТО |"С5Т'"1). Народний депутат від НУНС Володмир Ар'єв 

розповів Радіо Свобода, що коли вийшов з літака, 

В СЩ.А. / In the U.S.A.: що приземлився у США, почав отримувати cMc- 

1 pik/year (24 примірники/і55цевз) $65.00 (США) (US) повідомлення від знайомих, де повідомлялося, що 
2 poxn/years (48 примірників/із5це5) $125.00 (США) (US) він голосував за зміни до Конституції. 

«Коли я прилетів до Вашингтона, виявилося, що 

Поза Канадою та С.Ш.А./Оиїзіде Canada and the U.S.A.: я голосував за зміни до Конституції, незважаючи 

1 рік/усеаг (24 примірники/і55цеб) $125.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) на те, що був у цей час у літаку, i картка була зі 


2 poxu/years (48 примірників/і55це5) $225.00 (Кан. )(Спа.) мною. Хтось, очевидно, з секретаріату, за чиїмось 


наказом, активував технічні дублікати карток для 
голосування, які є на випадок, якщо депутат загу- 
бить свою картку. Я переслав лист на Голову Вер- 
ховної Ради з вимогою розслідувати цей інцидент і 

Ukrainian News виключити мій голос «за» з усіх можливих списків 
РО Box 38006 RPO Capilano для голосування», - повідомив Ap’ cB. 


Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 На доказ Toro, що його голос є сфальсифікова- 
Tel.: 780-488-3693; Fax: 780-488-3859 ним, Володимир Ap’es сфотографувався з власною 
карткою в руках у аеропорті міста Вашингтон i 
розмістив світлину, зокрема, в одній з соціальних 
мереж. 


Щоб відновити передплату, виповніть нижче подану форму 
та й пішліть до: То renew your subscription, please fill out the 
form below and mail it to: 


Запевніть щоб всі чеки чи «моні ордери» подані були на Ukrainian 
News. Please make all cheques, or money orders payable to Ukrainian News. 


Name Голова фракції Партії регіонів Олександр Єфре- 
мов заявив, що депутати, які не згодні з результата- 
Address ми електронного голосування, мають спрямовува- 
ти відповідну заяву до парламентського регламен- 
City ——___ —— У || тного комітету, а не, як він висловився, «влашто- 


вувати циркову виставу». Крім того, голова цього 


комітету, депутат-регіонал Володимир Макеєнко 
запевнив, що офіційної заяви немає i, більше того, 
ніколи не буде. 

«Я додзвонююсь до нього, не можу з'ясувати, 
секретаріат займається. Не він виходить на Вер- 
ховну Раду, а я займаюся: де твоя друга картка, є 
вона, взагалі, існує чи не існує? Це нова техноло- 
гія, такого ще не було. Цікаво, гарно, з Америки, 
така РЕ-технологія, красива, але заяви немає. I, 
повірте, її не буде. Тому що якщо вона буде, воно 
ж не впливає на голосування - 310 чи 309, ми про- 
ведемо повністю публічне, з задоволенням, розслі- 
дування», - зауважив Макеєнко. 

Перший заступник голови регламентного комі- 
тету, народний депутат від БЮТ-«Батьківщини» 
Сергій Сас в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода зазначив, що 
детальне розслідування щодо заяви Володимира 
Ар'єва може виявити й інші факти порушень про- 
цедури ухвалення змін до Конституції. 

«Це є елементом системи тих правопорушень, 
що були допущені при ухвалені змін до Консти- 
туції України. Якщо буде доведено, що тут є певні 
зловживання з боку посадових осіб, або якщо буде 
доведено - хто цим займався, то це одна справа. 
А якщо ні, то для Конституційного Суду це є од- 
нозначним сигналом про те, що була порушена 
конституційна процедура. З моєї точки зору немає 
значення, чи вплинуло це порушення на результат 
голосування чи ні», - наголосив Сас. 

За словами Володимира Ар'єва він перебуває у 
США разом із кількома народними депутатами, 
зокрема, з нунсівцем Олесем Донієм та бютівцем 
Андрієм Шевченком заради зустрічі з віце-прези- 
дентом Джо Байденом. 
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Stelmach announces intent to resign 


Cont. from P. 1 

Minister Ted Morton, a fiscal 
hawk who wanted to balance the 
budget at all costs, sources told 
The Journal. 

“Tt will not be a budget that guts 
funding to municipalities, moth- 
balls health projects underway or 
halts school and road construction 
at a time when people need work 
and the prices for construction are 
good. The budget my government 
brings in will use the cash we 
saved during the boom to help us 
through the bust and position us to 
leap ahead of the nation and the 
continent,” said Stelmach accord- 
ing to Journal columnist Graham 
Thomson. 

Stelmach also took a shot at 
the right-wing Wildrose Alliance 
Party which has gained strength 
among disgruntled Tories. 

“There is a profound danger 
that the next election campaign 
will focus on personality and U.S. 
style negative, attack politics that 
is directed at me personally. 

The danger is that it could allow 
for an extreme right party to dis- 
guise itself as a moderate party by 
focusing on personality -- on me 
personally,” he said. 

Edmonton-Castle Downs MLA 
Thomas Lukaszuk told The Jour- 
nal cabinet members learned of 
Stelmach’s resignation moments 
before the public did. 

He confirmed that divisions over 
the budget threatened to splinter 
the party and said some cabinet 
and caucus members wanted deep 
cuts to social programs — cuts 
the premier was not prepared to 
make. 

“There’s a reason this party is 
called the Progressive Conserva- 
tive Party, and not the Conserva- 
tive Party,” Lukaszuk said. 

“We need to balance fiscal re- 
sponsibility with our obligations 
to Albertans. I always believe 
that a balance can be struck be- 
tween fiscal conservatism and our 


obligation to provide services for 

things like education, and the en- 

vironment. 

“You don’t have to leave people 

out in the cold.” 

He said Stelmach chose to step 
aside rather than see the party split 
over the issue of how deeply to cut 
spending. 

“He did not want to leave the 
province, at such a pivotal time, 
to be jeopardized by instability in 
government,” Lukaszuk said. “If 
that meant removing himself and 
taking the bullet, he did it for the 
province.” 

Edmonton-Glenora MLA Неа- 
ther Klimchuk said the budget 
process had been difficult, but that 
she had confidence the premier 
would deliver a budget the whole 
caucus could support. 

“The premier will ensure that the 
budget is palatable and good for 
Albertans,” she said. 

Two days later Morton himself 
resigned as finance minister and 
launched his campaign for the 
Progressive Conservative leader- 
ship. 

Stelmach has not set a date for his 
retirement nor for the leadership 
race. 

Stelmach was the first Alberta 
premier of Ukrainian origin 
and the fourth in Canada. Other 
Ukrainian Canadian premiers in- 
cluded Gary Filmon in Manitoba, 
Roy Romanow in Saskatchewan 
and Етпіе Eaves in Ontario. 

“Tt is with much sadness that we 
have learned of Premier Stelma- 
ch’s plans not to seek re-election \ 
as premier of Alberta. In addition 
to having been a lifelong public 

servant, Premier Stelmach has 
been a tireless supporter of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community,” 
stated Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress - Alberta Provincial Council 
President Daria Luciw. “A proud 
Albertan and a tireless champion 
for the people of this province, Ed 
Stelmach is highly respected as 


Dzhemilev nominated 
for Nobel Peace Prize 


Cont. from P. 1 

NGO community, and the public. 
Dzhemiley received а standing 
ovation in the House of Commons. 

The International Association on 
Protection of Repressed People, 
which is based in Germany, put 
forward an initiative to nominate 
the candidacy of Dzhemilevy for the 
prize. 

Two years ago the First World 
Congress of Crimean _ Tatars 
also proposed the candidacy of 
Chubarov for the prize. 

But, as Chubarov said, under the 
tules of the Nobel Committee they 
could not to submit an application 
directly to the committee. 

Dzhemilev told Radio Liberty he 
saw his nomination for the Nobel 
Peace Prize as not just as recogni- 
tion for his own merits, but as the 
recognition of long-standing аї- 
tempts by the Crimean Tatars to 
solve problems peacefully. 

Bom in Crimea, in, 1943, 
Dzhemilev was only six months 
old when his family, with the rest 
of the Crimean Tatar population, 
was deported by Soviet author- 
ities in May 1944. He grew up in 


exile, in Uzbekistan. At the age 
of 18, he and several of his activ- 
ist friends established the Union 
of Young Crimean Tatars. He 
thus began the arduous and long 
struggle for the recognition of the 
rights of Crimean Tatars to return 
to their homeland. Between 1966 
and 1986, Dzhemilev was arrested 
six times for anti-Soviet activities 
and served time in Soviet prisons 
and labour camps, or lived under 
surveillance. Dzhemilev is also re- 
membered for going on the longest 
hunger strike in the history of hu- 
man rights movements. The hunger 
strike lasted for 303 days, but he 
survived due to forced feeding. 

In May 1989, he was elected to 
head the newly founded Crimean 
Tatar National Movement. The 
same year he returned to Crimea 
with his family, a move that would 
be followed by the eventual return 
of 250,000 Tatars to their home- 
land. During the Ukrainian par- 
liamentary election, 1998 he was 
elected into the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment on the Rukh list; in 2002, 
2006, and 2007, he was re-elected 
as a member of Our Ukraine. 


was shown in his landslide election 
victory in 2008. I want to thank Ed 
for his caring, devotion and leader- 
ship as premier and wish him well 
in his future endeavours.” 

“His integrity, honesty and hard 
work should serve as a role model 
for people across the country. As 
the grandson of Ukrainian im- 
migrants, Ed Stelmach is a truly 
Canadian success story that should 
serve as an inspiration not just for 
Ukrainian Canadians, but for all 
Canadians,” she added 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Community, we extend 
to Premier Stelmach and his wife 
Marie our wishes for every success 
in whatever the future may hold 
for them,” stated UCC National 
President Paul Grod. 

First elected to the provincial 
legislature in 1993, Stelmach was 
re-elected on four additional occa- 
sions, and held numerous cabinet 
posts such as Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture, before becoming Premier in 
December 2006. 

In the 2006 leadership race Stel- 
mach came from behind to take 
first place over former Finance 
Minister Jim Dinning and Morton. 
But his leadership was never fully 
accepted by much of the party’s 
establishment and derisive com- 
ments about the “Ukrainian farm- 
er” often surfaced. 

Despite being written off as like- 
ly to lose seats by the media in the 
2008 general election, Stelmach 
nevertheless rode to a landslide 
victory, taking 72 out of 83 seats. 
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$10.00 

Mavis Bowin, Edmonton, AB 
Anne Cwikilewycz, Edmonton, 
AB 


$500 

Caisse populaire Desjardins 
Ukrainienne de Montreal, 
Montreal PQ 


$70 
Steve Shostak, Lloydminster, AB 


$50 

Alexandra and Ivan Cybulsky, 
Edmonton, AB 

Evhan Uzwyshyn, Winnipeg, 
MB, In Memory of brother Taras 
Uzwyshyn 

Katherine and John Wiebe, 
Bonnyville, AB 


$25.00 

Ivan Harrakh, Edmonton, AB 
Walter Golebiowski, Calgary, AB 
Matthew Kuzyk, Regina, SK 
David Velichka, Calgary, AB 
Maria Zynych, Edmonton, AB 


$20.00 

Magdalena Cwenar, Edmonton, 
AB 

Nadia Krisa, Etobicoke, ON 
Zenia Stechishn, Toronto 
$15.00 

Ivan Schturyn, Montreal, PQ 


Ми щиро дякуємо всім 
жертводавцям 


www.debtfree.ca 
A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 


- Collectors Calling? » Wages eae « Bills Unpaid? » Credit Refused? 


Us About: 


Peter Dackiw, Edmonton, AB 
Roman Dmytriw, Montreal, PQ 
Halina Gruzin, Edmonton, AB 
Walter and Gloria Hladun, 
Edmonton, AB 

Anna Hoszowskyj, Calgary, AB 
Theodor Kulynych, Kelowna, 
BC 

Ivan Lutschak, Sault Ste. Marie, 
ON 

Anna Lychowyd, Banff, AB 
Mykola Myroniuk, Edmonton, 
AB 


Gregoire Oschypko, Montreal, 
PQ 

Dmytro Ostapiak, Caledon, ON 
Helen Parij, Winnipeg, MB 

Ilia Simcisin, Edmonton, AB 
Marusia Soroka, Mississauga, 
ON 

Irene Strilchuk, Yorkton, SK 
Nick Tefledzuk, Calgary, AB 


$5.00 

Joseph Luzney, Calgary, AB 
Katie Nowak, Taber, AB 
Michael Wojcik, Stonewall, MB 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


¢ Consumer Proposals * Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 


FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant ¢ Trustee In Bankruptcy 


“Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority” 


(780) 424-9944 Edmonton 
1-300-463-3328 


The Ukrainian DNIPRO Choir of Edmonton 


Is accepting applications for the position of 


Choir Conductor/Artistic Director 


Duties to commence September 2011 


DNIPRO Choir is a mixed (SATB) community-based choir, whose repertoire consists of 
a wide variety of genres — folk, sacred, art songs, opera choruses, chamber works, as well 
as symphonic-choral works. This choir has been active in Edmonton’s arts community 


for 57 years, performing in annual concerts, community events, and touring throughout 
Alberta and Canada. 
The choir rehearses once a week from September to June. 


Qualifications: 


¢ Requisite musical training and experience in choral conducting 
Ability to teach proper vocal technique 


Thorough knowledge of Ukrainian choral literature 


Fluency in both Ukrainian and English 


Responsibilities: 


¢ To plan the choir’s annual program in a collaborative process with the artistic 
committee, and select appropriate repertoire 


¢ Conduct weekly rehearsals from September to June 


¢ Conduct performances at a variety of functions throughout the season 
Short-listed candidates will be asked to conduct one rehearsal as part of their interview process. 
Please submit your resume to: DNIPRO CHOIR 
Box 1271, Edmonton AB T5G 2M8 


By February 10, 2011 


Or email info@dniprochoir.com 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


BGM personalized designs ee 


serving Albertans with dignity bids 


for over 36 years OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
witha 


Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 
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Courtesy Car - Senior Citizen Discounts « Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta Т5Н 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
= 11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
» information, referral 
* translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
¢ parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: 403-640-1199 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
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У політиків Європи є «серйозні 
питання» до справи Тимошенко 


(Радіо Свобода) Європейські політики дали 
перші оцінки забороні Генпрокуратурою України 
відвідати Юлії Тимошенко Брюссель. Зокрема, 
міністр закордонних справ Швеції Карл Більдт на- 
зиває цей факт неприпустимим. Тим часом з лідера 
«Батьківщини» у Генпрокуратурі взяли другу під- 
писку про невиїзд. 

Більдт називає неприпустимим факт, як він сказав, 
заборони лідерові партії «Батьківщина» Тимошенко 
поїхати до Брюсселя. Про це він заявив 2 лютогої в 
Брюсселі на урочистому зібранні з нагоди 50-річчя 
Асоціації європейських студентів-демократів. 

«Це не було б можливим у жодній європейській 
країні в тих умовах, які я можу бачити», додав Більдт. 

За його словами, у політиків Європи є «серйозні 
питання» до справи, порушеної проти колишньо- 
го українського прем'єра. Міністр також заува- 
жив, що має суттєві підозри стосовно політичного 
підгрунтя у справі Тимошенко. 

Водночас депутат Європарламенту Міхаель Га- 
лер (група народних партій, Німеччина) заявив, 
що, за його словами, заборона лідеру партії «Бать- 
ківщина» відвідати Брюссель продемонструвала 
неєвропейські звички влади України. «Я суворо 
протестую проти цих старорежимних маневрів», — 
додав він. 

Ще один депутат Європарламенту Марек Сівец 
(група Прогресивного альянсу соціалістів та де- 
мократів, Польща) наголосив, що процес проти 
Тимошенко має бути прозорим і швидким. Щодо 
рішення Генеральної прокуратури України, яким 
екс-прем'єру, за його словами, заборонено відві- 
дувати Брюссель, Сівець висловив думку, що це 
питання є внутрішнім питанням України. 

Як заявив депутат, він чув низку скарг щодо не- 
залежності юридичної системи України, однак при 
цьому висловив думку, що будь-які звинувачення 


на адресу влади у впливі на рішення правоохорон- 
ців мають бути доведені. 

Під час допиту у Генпрокуратурі із лідера партії 
«Батьківщина», екс-прем'єра України взяли пов- 
торну підписку про невиїзд. Про це повідомила 
сама Юлія Тимошенко. 

«Сьогоднішній виклик до прокуратури був ба- 
нальною профанацією і провокацією, яка мала 
стати основою для недопущення у Брюссель, тому 
що жодних слідчих дій сьогодні не проводилося і 
єдине, що робили, - це пред'явили мені другу вже 
за рахунком підписку про невиїзд з того місця, де 
я проживаю», сказала Тимошенко. 

«До речі, сьогодні я підписала документи про не- 
розголошення таємниці слідства. Не знаю, для чого 
- може, ще одну кримінальну справу готують за роз- 
голошення таємниці слідства», додала Тимошенко. 

Водночас прес-служба Генпрокуратури повідоми- 
ла, що другу підписку про невиїзд взяли в рамках 
нової кримінальної справи про закупівлю автомо- 
білів, і це дозволено Кримінально-процесуальним 
кодексом. 

Тимошенко вважає, що відмова Генеральної 
прокуратури у здійсненні її поїздки до Брюсселя 
викликана страхом влади. 

«Я думаю, що вони боялися не того, що я не по- 
вернуся, а боялися того, що я повернуся», сказала 
Тимошенко. 

Водночас вона зазначила, що буде радитися зі 
своїми адвокатами щодо можливого подання інших 
клопотань про можливість виїхати за межі України в 
рамках обраної проти неї підписки про невиїзд. 

Генеральна прокуратура відмовила Тимошенко, 
яка вже перебуває під підпискою про невиїзд, доз- 
волити їй відвідати Брюссель, де вона планувала 
провести низку зустрічей, зокрема, з президентом 
Європарламенту Єжи Бузеком. 


Україна порушує Конвенцію про захист 
прав людини - Страсбурзький суд 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 


стягнення з державних установ 


суються не лише виплат компен- 
сацій заявникам. Для виконання 


ДЕНТИСТИ ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


ПАЙ HOLYK's 
Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko Denture Clinic Ltd. 


#110, 10910 - 105 Avenue і 
> Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
Edmonton, AB TSH 0L3 Katherine M. Holyk - Denturist 


For appointments please call: 12123 -54 Street 


780-420-1510 Edmonton, AB T5W 3N4 
Говоримо по-українському | Ph: 780-477-3674 


Україна направила проект 
Закону «Про гарантії держави 
щодо виконання рішень суду» 
на ознайомлення до Комітету 
міністрів Ради Європи. Про це 
повідомила урядовий уповнова- 
жений у справах Європейського 
суду з прав людини Валерія Лу- 
тковська. Документ пропонує 
запровадити нову процедуру ви- 
конання судових рішень щодо 
органів влади. Згідно з проектом, 


ALBERTA SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES 
АЛЬБЕРТСЬКЕ ТОВАРИСТВО СПРИЯННЯ УКРАТНСЬКИМ СТУДІЯМ 


FUNDRAISER/SEMINAR 
(українською мовою, in English) 


13 лютого 2011, 3:00 PM 
Дім української молоді, 9615 - 153 Avenue, Edmonton 


Україна i Канада очима студентів 
Ukraine & Canada as Witnessed by Students 


Презентації студентів Програми обміну між Львівським і Альбертським 
університетами (Михайло Лаврис, Мар'яна Гнатишин, Сюзанна Лин, Джордан 
Вінсент) 


Програма існує в Альбертському університеті з 2006 р. завдяки зусиллям 
Канадського інституту українських студій. Ласкаво запрошуємо до участи в 
круглому столі. Дізнайтеся про враження студентів та можливості навчання 
за кордоном. Отримані кошти підуть на заснування вічного фонду для цілей 
Програми обмінів. 


Вхід: 25 дол. Студентам вхід вільний. Чай, кава, перекуска. 


буде максимально спрощене, 
триватиме не більше ніж 9 мі- 
сяців, а в разі порушення цього 
терміну передбачена компенса- 
ція для позивача. Утім, українсь- 
кі правники висловили сумнів у 
TOMY, що оновлення законодавс- 
тва покращить в Україні ситуа- 
цію із виконанням рішень Євро- 
пейського суду з прав людини. 

Європейський суд із прав лю- 
дини визнав порушення Украї- 
ною її зобов'язань за Конвен- 
цією про захист прав людини i 
основоположних свобод. Пору- 
шення полягають у систематич- 
ному невиконанні судових рі- 
шень національних судів, за які 
держава несе відповідальність. 

Порушенням було визнано i 
відсутність в українському за- 
конодавстві ефективних засобів 
юридичного захисту від тако- 
го невиконання. Відтак урядом 
було напрацьовано законопро- 
ект про гарантії виконання судо- 
вих рішень. 

Адже рішення самого Crpac- 
бурзького суду в Україні вико- 
нуються, хіба що за винятком 
однієї чи двох справ, заявила в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода Валерія 
Лутковська. 

«Якщо жодним чином справа 
не пов'язана з грошима, з випла- 
тами, але якщо особа має отри- 
мати свої, скажімо, три тисячі 
євро, за те, що у неї були погані 
умови утримання i, скажімо, 
вона не забезпечена належною 
медичною допомогою, то три 
тисячі євро вона отримує у будь- 
якому випадку. Навіть, якщо 
вона утримується під вартою, 
навіть в такому випадку», — 3a- 
певнила вона. 

Утім, правозахисник Євген За- 
харов в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода 
наголосив, що рішення Європей- 
ського суду з прав людини сто- 


цих рішень мають бути усунуті 
недоліки в роботі державних ор- 
ганів, які не вписуються у норми 
Конвенції про захист прав люди- 
ни. 

«Треба вжити заходи, щоб рі- 
шення виконувати по суті, а 
не тільки в його частині фінан- 
совій. Наприклад, якщо було 
встановлено Страсбурзьким су- 
дом, що деякі докази вини заяв- 
ника у кримінальній справі були 
отримані незаконним шляхом, 
то треба скасувати всі вироки у 
його справі 1 переглянути її зано- 
во. Це доволі туго в нас йде. Не 
хоче Верховний Суд виконувати 
рішення Європейського суду з 
прав людини», - зазначив Заха- 
ров. 

Виправити ситуацію ухвален- 
ням ще одного законодавчого 
акту не вдасться, зазначає член 
парламентського комітету з пи- 
тань правосуддя, народний депу- 
тат від НУНС Юрій Кармазін. 

«Якщо можливе таке, що не 
виконуються рішення, - це за- 
лежить від виконавчої влади. 
Є зневага взагалі до виконання 
будь-яких рішень. Нема культу- 
ри виконання. І проблема тут не 
у законодавчому регулюванні. 
Законодавчого забезпечення до- 
статньо. Ніякі нові проекти не 
потрібні для цього. Треба просто 
мати політичну волю і виконува- 
ти», - наголошує Юрій Кармазін. 

Європейським судом з прав 
людини впродовж 2010 року 
було ухвалено 109 рішень щодо 
України. Тим часом Комітет 
міністрів Ради Європи здійснює 
контроль за їхнім виконанням. 

А найгіршим наслідком того, 
що держава не виконує рішення 
Страсбурзького суду, може бути 
позбавлення її членства у Раді 
Європи. 
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Journalist beaten in 


Ukrainian Professional and 
Business Club of Edmonton 


4-hr interrogation 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A television journalist was 
hospitalized with a brain concussion and multiple in- 
juries on Jan. 28 in Poltava following an apparently 
four-hour detention, assault and interrogation by po- 
lice, a news agency reported Sunday. 

Yuriy Stetsenko, 25, who works for a regional of- 
fice of Channel 5, an independent television news 
channel, said police attacked him and took him — 
unconscious — to a local police department. 

“Two people ran to me... and several times hit me 
in the head. I lost consciousness,” Stetsenko told 
Ukrayinski Novyny news agency. 

He says when Stetsenko woke up, he was sitting 
in a car driven by Artem Mochalovy, an officer from 
the criminal police who took him to the local police 
department. 

“They dragged me in their office on the second 
floor, and turned off my cell phone,” Stetsenko said, 
adding that the physical assault had continued for 
four hours. 

By assaulting the journalist, police has been ap- 
parently seeking a confession from him about the al- 
legedly stolen farming tractor. 

After the journalist showed his Channel 5 ID, po- 
lice officers had launched in response, Stetsenko said, 
adding that the officers had continued to hit him in 
the head and his back. 

After his release, Stetsenko was hospitalized at a 
local hospital with brain concussion and multiple 
bruises in his stomach and his back. 

Yuriy Sulayev, the head of public relations depart- 
ment at Poltava police, confirmed that Stetsenko had 


The development is the latest in attacks on repor- 
ters in Ukraine, a country whose government has been 
accused of attempting to restrict democracy and the 
freedom of speech. 

It comes after repeated assurances from the office of 
President Viktor Yanukovych last month that deten- 
tions of journalists are “unacceptable.” 

Vitaliy Sych, the editor of Korrespondent magazine, 
which had recently run an interview with opposition 
leader Yulia Tymoshenko, was stopped near his office 
on December 12 without apparent cause, and searched 
by police. 

The same day a special police unit has detained 
prominent journalist, Mustafa Nayem, and took him 
to local police office. He was later released after in- 
volvement of lawmakers. 

Nayem has a history of uneasy relations with 
Yanukovych. At least on one occasion, in response to 
a sharp question, Yanukovych had warned Nayem that 
the journalist “was not his friend.” 

Ever since the election of Yanukovych to the 
presidency in February, the pressure on journalists in 
Ukraine has been increasing with police, and even lo- 
cal officials, attacking them. 

The pressure reached a high point in August that was 
highlighted by the disappearance of Vasyl Klymentyey, 
the editor of Noviy Stil newspaper, in Kharkiv. 

Anatoliy Mohylioy, the interior minister, later in Au- 
gust admitted that Klymentyey was probably dead, and 
that police officers may have been involved in his death. 

Serhiy Liovochkin, the chief of staff at the Yanuko- 
vych administration, responding to the attacks in 


had 


Annual General Meetings 


Alberta Foundation for 
Ukrainian Education Society 


Tuesday, March 8, 2011, 


6:00 pm: Soup and Sandwiches. 6:30 pm: Meetings begin 


Chateau Louis Conference Centre, 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton AB 


Guest Speaker: пог Kruk: 
A semester in Lviv- from the other side of the desk 


lhor spent the second semester last year, on a Rotary Inter- 
national programme, teaching at the Імап Franko National Uni- 
versity, Lviv. At the same time his Rotary Club of Edmonton 
South completed a project with RC Lviv-Ratusha providing an 
incubator and infant resuscitation table to two hospitals in the 
province. He returned at Christmas to celebrate with family and 
Rotary friends and explore a new project at the TB Hospital. Іпог 
will share his descriptions of and reflections on his experiences. 


Meeting open to all members of the public. 


RSVP to Marco Levytsky at: 
<ukrnews@shaw.ca> or (780) 488-3693 


been briefly detained, and added an internal investi- December, said the president “believes this was un- 
acceptable” to use police force against the journalists. 
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Let’s put one thing in focus. Рге- 
mier Ed Stelmach’s announcement 
of his intention to resign did not 
simply come about because after 
25 years in politics, he had had 
enough, though he certainly may 
have had enough of the derisive 
comments and personal attacks that 
were hurled his way. It came about 
because of pressure from within his 
own party among an element that 
never accepted his leadership in the 
first place for a number of reasons, 
one being his ethnic origin. Re- 
member the snide comments about 
“Ukrainian farmers” and that noted 
e-mail of a Wildrose Alliance staff- 
er who poked fun at Stelmach’s 
Ukrainian accent? 

Then there was the Calgary 
establishment. The oil patch was 
among the disgruntled groups re- 
acting angrily when Stelmach or- 
dered a review of the royalty pay- 
ments companies pay the people 
of Alberta for this non-renewable 
resource. He was forced to retreat, 
despite the fact all the recommen- 
dations would have done is brought 
Alberta closer to other oil-produ- 


cing jurisdiction. 
Nevertheless, alienation among 
disgruntled conservatives | ге- 


mained propelling the right-wing 
Wildrose-Alliance Party into a 
virtually tie with the Progressive 
Conservatives in the polls — all of 
which added pressure upon Stel- 
mach’s leadership. There is a train 
of thought that the PCs can win 
back the disgruntled vote from 
the Wildrose Alliance by moving 
further to the right. And it is this 
perception which undoubtedly led 


to the deep split in the PC caucus 
over the upcoming budget. On the 
one side was Stelmach and the 
moderate group who were pre- 
pared to accept a temporary budget 
deficit for one more year in order 
to preserve health care, education 
and construction projects already 
underway; on the other, unrecon- 
structed dinosaurs who would rath- 
er gut programs while subsidizing 
Alberta’s richest citizens and large 
corporations (both domestic and 
foreign) by an amount of money 
that’s greater than anywhere else 
in Canada. 

In fact, eliminating Alberta’s 
deficit can very easily be accom- 
plished if the province only made 
its tax legislation more equitable — 
in line with other provinces. First, 
eliminate the flat tax that the Klein 
administration implemented in 
2001 and bring back the progres- 
sive income tax rate. According 
to the Parkland Institute, a non- 
partisan research network at the 
University of Alberta, that change 
cost the government $5.5 billion in 
tax revenue in 2006. 

The flat tax benefits only top- 
end earners, while middle-and 
lower-class people suffer. Accord- 
ing to the Parkland study, an Al- 
berta family earning $75,000 pays 
a higher income tax rate than the 
same family in British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec, 
the Yukon, the NWT, and Nunavut. 

Currently Alberta’s rate for 
people in the lowest tax bracket 
is the third highest in the coun- 
try, while the rate for those in the 
highest bracket, is the lowest in 
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Yahoo element succeeds іп ousting Stelmach 


the country. What’s even worse is 
that the 10% flat tax applied to cor- 
porations, combined with the fed- 
eral government’s own 15 per cent 
rate diverts $2 billion a year from 
Alberta’s revenues to those of the 
United States. That’s because U.S 
tax rules stipulate that U.S. corpor- 
ations must pay a minimum 35% 
tax rate. Thus, the 10% difference 
between the combined 25% of the 
federal-Alberta tax goes south of 
the border. And this, we are told, 
helps attract investment. 

Blocking that loophole could cut 
the deficit in half. Returning to a 
progressive income tax would pro- 
vide surpluses that could bolster 
the sustainability fund. Alberta 
wouldn’t even have to imple- 
ment a sales tax like every other 
province has. That, of course, is a 
sacred cow in this province. 

So that’s how we stand on геу- 
enues, but what about spending? 
When looking at the following sta- 
tistics, keep in mind that Alberta 
is — by far — the richest province 
in Canada. Well, when it comes to 


Tax Comparison 
by province 2009 


social services during the period 
from 2000 to 2009, Alberta aver- 
aged fourth to fifth among nine 
provinces (figures for Quebec were 
not reported in the Parkland study 
because they are approximately 
twice as large as in the other prov- 
inces because of its agreement with 
the federal government to assume 
greater provincial responsibility). 
When it comes to social assistance 
Alberta comes around sixth. But it 
is health care where Alberta’s rec- 
ord is most abysmal. The province 
averaged eighth out of 10 during 
those nine years, reaching rock bot- 
tom in 2002-2003, 2003-2004 and 
2005-2006. While we believe cur- 
rent Health and Wellness Minister 
Gene Zwozdesky is serious about 
maintaining the financial integrity 
of the public health system, his ap- 
pointment may have come a little 
too late to undo some of the dam- 
age done by his predecessors. 

It is only in the field of education 
that Alberta is where it should be 
considering its status. In six of those 
years we were first and second the 
other three. But will that last? As 
members of the Ukrainian com- 
munity, we should be concerned 
about the future of the Ukrainian 


bilingual program. You may recall 
federal minister Jason Kenney’s 
comment: “I think it’s really neat 
that a fifth-generation Ukrainian 
Canadian can speak Ukrainian — 
but pay for it yourself.’ Kenney 
reflects many of the same views as 
those who support Wildrose-Alli- 
ance, or want to push the PCs to the 
right. We should be wary. The way 
to protect the bilingual program is 
to take the initiative. The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress — Alberta 
Ukrainian Council should issue 
a questionnaire to all candidates 
for both the PC leadership and the 
subsequent elections asking them 
whether they unequivocally sup- 
port the Ukrainian bilingual pro- 
gram. 

There are many potential can- 
didates for the leadership of the 
Alberta Progressive Conservative 
Party. Topping our list is Zwoz- 
desky, himself. Whether he runs or 
not, our community should get in- 
volved in the leadership race just as 
enthusiastically as we got involved 
in the race which elected Ed Stel- 
mach. Our basic programs, issues 
and values are at stake and we 
have to come out in force to protect 
them. 
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Human trafficking: 
A serious domestic issue 


By Joy Smith, MP, Kildonan - St. Paul 

Human smuggling, along with the debate over Can- 
ada’s response to illegal immigrants, has maintained a 
front page presence over the past few months. While I 
firmly believe that we as Canadians have a duty to pro- 
tect our borders and ensure that our immigration sys- 
tem continues to welcome immigrants, I am alarmed by 
the regular use of the term human trafficking in place of 


human smuggling. 


There is a significant difference between human 
smuggling and human trafficking. Human smuggling 
involves the consensual movement of individuals il- 
legally across borders. In most situations, those being 
smuggled enter into a voluntary financial agreement 
with smugglers to transport them to a specified des- 
tination and end their business relationship with the 
smuggler upon arrival at their destination. However, 
there are occasions when an individual may agree to 
be smuggled into a country and end up being exploited 
upon arrival, turning a case of human smuggling into 


human trafficking. 


In contrast, human trafficking occurs when victims 
are targeted and controlled. Notably, human trafficking 
does not require the movement of a person but rather 
a form of coercion or deception for the purpose of ex- 
ploitation. The United Nations recognizes human traf- 
ficking as the ‘recruitment, transportation, harbouring 
or receipt’ of an individual through ‘threat or use of 
force or other forms of coercion’ or deception for the 
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purpose of exploitation. This definition is also re- 
flected in Canada’s human trafficking offences. 

This distinction between human trafficking and hu- 
man smuggling is important because Canadians need 


to be aware that human trafficking does not just threat- 


en Canada from abroad. The trafficking that occurs in 
Canada today often involves Canadian women and 
children, especially from First Nations communities. 
This reality is echoed by Canadian law enforcement 
and nongovernmental organizations who have been 
diligently trying to shed light on the forms of modern 
day slavery that occur within and throughout Canada. 
Furthermore, many of the international victims of sex 
trafficking and forced labour brought into Canada ar- 
rive through legitimate visa-exempt programs like the 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program and the Live-in 


Caregiver Program. 


Human trafficking is a serious abuse of human rights 
that demands the immediate attention of Canadians. 
Whether it is a case of a foreigner being trafficked to 
Canada or a Canadian being trafficked within Canada, 
we have a duty to rescue and restore the victims and 
prosecute the offenders. I would encourage all Can- 
adians to learn more about human trafficking and help 
combat it in their communities. 
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Tories should reject further funding of CMHR boondoggle 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 
Conservatives have boasted of be- 
ing the party that reached out to 
Canada’s minorities — particularly 
in the person of Jason Kenney, the 
Minster of Citizenship and Immi- 
gration —strategically undercutting 
a “traditional” source of political 
support for the Liberals. There’s 
truth in this claim. They certainly 
secured broad-based gratitude in 
Ukrainian Canadian circles for set- 
tling issues arising out of Canada’s 
first national internment operations, 
a file the Liberals for all their pre- 
tensions to being the party of social 
justice nevertheless ignored, for 
decades. That said, the Conserva- 
tives are about to be reminded that 
it’s not just about a first date going 
well. You’ve got to nurture nice 
feelings if you don’t want them to 
blow away. 

If the Canadian Museum for Hu- 
man Rights were truly committed 
to telling Canadian stories or those 
less well known there could be no 
principled objection to it. Sadly, 
it’s not. For example, the final re- 
port of its Content Advisory Com- 
mittee recommended the alloca- 


tion of a disproportionate share of 
permanent exhibit space to Jewish 
suffering in the Second World War. 
That partiality was demonstrated by 
the 48 references to the Holocaust 
this document includes, compared 
to only 1 about the genocidal Great 
Famine of 1932-1933 in Soviet 
Ukraine, the Holodomor. Likewise 
ignored were the results of the pub- 
lic survey Ari Thorsteinson sub- 
mitted on March 31, 2008 to the 
Honourable Josée Verner, MP, then 
Minister of Canadian Heritage. Re- 
portedly, Canadians rank-ordered 
themes they wanted addressed 
at the CMHR as follows — Ab- 
original (First Nations), 16.1%; 
Genocides, 14.8%; Women 14.7%; 
Internments,12.5%; War and Con- 
flicts, 8.7%; Holocaust, 7% ; Chil- 
dren, 5.9%; Sexual Orientation, 
4.9%; Ethnic Minorities, 3.8%; 
Slavery, 2.9%; Immigration, 2.6%; 
Charter of Rights, 2.3%; Disabil- 
ities, 2% and Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, 1.8%. 

We’ve asked for all 12 of this 
museum’s galleries (or zones) to be 
thematic, comparative and inclu- 
sive. One zone, for example, could 
deal with Canada’s internment 
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operations. Those afflicted not only 
eastern Europeans in 1914-1920 
but Japanese, Italian, and German 
Canadians in 1939-1945 and some 
Quebecois in 1970. Explaining the 
baneful consequences of The War 
Measures Act upon several differ- 
ent Canadian communities dur- 
ing the course of the 20th century 
highlights the need for vigilance in 
defence of civil liberties in times of 
domestic and international crisis. 
Another gallery could compare the 
many genocides that have befouled 
human history. Placing the Shoah 
in context, as Professor Timothy 
Snyder does in his much-applauded 
volume, Bloodlands, would remind 
us that while the word “genocide” 
was invented during the Second 
World War the act itself is neither 
modem пог, sadly, unlikely to ге- 
occur. Doing that has considerable 
pedagogical value. 

How to explain that the Crimes 
of Communism — which the Tor- 
ies have claimed a special inter- 
est in commemorating — weren’t 
referenced by the Advisory group? 


Mental Callisthenics: Righting the Wrong 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Uncle IIko is stressed out; more so than normally. 
No, not angry or annoyed, he said over the phone: 
broken hearted. 

As soon as І arrive for our mental callisthenics — 
discussions on complex issues — he explains his 
downer. 

“Many things in our community upset me”, he says, 
“but nothing as much as being hood-winked by the 
Canadian Museum For Human Rights.” 


Покка Bow ож о 

Oh sure, he admits, the discussion between the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the CMHR sig- 
nificantly contributed to Canadians’ understanding of 
Holodomor; raised it on par with the Holocaust, where 
it should be. The former USSR hushed it up; the media 
white washed it or worse: slurring those who spoke 
up as Nazi collaborators or war-mongers. Of course, it 
needs full exposure in the Museum. It was smart, says 
Vujko, to engage the Canadian Ethnocultural Council 
in the meeting with CMHR CEO Stuart Murray: en- 
large the base; get fair-minded folks on side. 

“I’m baffled. Why, then, so despondent?” 

“Because those who ‘speak with one voice on our 
behalf took the eye off the ball. Who was representing 
UCC at CMHR? Influencing and following decisions? 
Who decided on the themes and exhibit space allo- 
cation? When? Get this: some requests for proposal 
issued in January 2010 on space utilization were made 
public by the UCC only earlier this January — 2011!” 

I know what Uncle IIko is saying. 

Recently, someone brought up these documents on 
the Internet; too late for anyone wanting to bid; most 
closing dates had pasted. Besides, the content deci- 
sions apparently were taken in 2008! Uncle continues. 

“That means that decisions dealing with allocation 
of exhibit space were taken years ago. Did the UCC 
know? If they did, where was the fight? Why was 
this not in their press releases? Lots on historic com- 
memorative stuff, death and congratulatory notices, 
for goodness sake, but nothing about our key issues: 
equal treatment at the Museum of Holodomor, and in- 
ternment of our people as enemy aliens during WWI. 
Or did I miss it? Please tell me that in my dottiness I 
missed it.” 

Vujko misses little. It seems that after supporting the 
CMRR nearly a decade ago, our leaders provided little 
input. Now there’s an uproar against Holodomor’s al- 
location in a general “atrocities” space; on a rotational 
basis, yet!. Only the Holocaust and the “Natives” — 
aboriginal First Nations — are singled out for perma- 
nent exhibits. 

“The Holodomor is exactly where we do not want it 
to be: an add on; second-class; discriminated against. 

"Мої going to be kicked out again?’ ‘Never again?’ 
Our leaders use fine words but miss the boat. Prefer- 
ential treatment is in: the agony of some 10 million 
starved Ukrainians is deemed less valuable than the 
death of Jews. Where is Canada’s equity? And why did 
UCC raise a stink only after the fact? Cripes almighty, 


the Museum is already calling for bids to handle open- 
ing ceremonies and the ‘spiznuchy’ are starting a cam- 
paign to protest unequal treatment! Mushtarda po ob- 
idi! Closing the gate after the horse escaped.” 

He buries his head in his hands. I check for the 
ambulance number pinned above'the telephone. 

“Vujku, please calm down. Your heart.” 

“Why was this mishandled? Who’s accountable for 
this fiasco? What? The UCC assumed that one rep on 
some Museum community outreach committee would 
ensure content control to our satisfaction? Naive 


- Khlopchyky!~ tt took decades to get the Holodomor 


through Parliament; most school boards are still sitting 
on their hands; Israel doesn’t recognize, the Famine; 
and we assumed we’d get our due without a fight?” 

I smell a whiff of serious mismanagement. I had 
not seen a UCC press release, with the usual quote 
from the President, about differences with the Mu- 
seum. І heard of the rift during the Holodomor event 
on Parliament Hill in late November. Then there was 
his “Malanka’ statement. Well before then, I’m told, 
some of our community’s generous donors had made 
million dollar contributions to the CMHR. Wouldn’t 
that have been yet another appropriate time to insist 
on content? 

“Uncle, you know how Ottawa works. Can this be 
salvaged?” 

“Of course. When the next Canadian Museum For 
Human Rights is built, we'll be on top of things!” 

The sarcasm is sharp but Vujko is not one to tolerate 
defeat. 

“The best things about this fiasco is the Holod con- 
scious-raising. Canadian public opinion is on side. To 
maintain leadership, UCC must submit a document - a 
counter proposal laying out how to ensure equal and 
inclusive treatment of the Holodomor. With a caveat: 
failure to honour the terms will result in a Museum 
boycott, like a 24/7 eternal flame vigil or a plaque at 
the entrance. But there may be another way.” 

I’m all ears. 

“Here’s what UCC can do.” He pulls at a govern- 
ment document from the pile on his side table. “The 
Museum is a Crown Corporation reporting to Parlia- 
ment through the Minister of Heritage and must com- 
ply with the Canadian Human Rights Act. Its purpose? 
Let me read this: ‘that all individuals should have an 
opportunity equal with other individuals to make for 
themselves the lives that they are able and wish to 
have... without being hindered in or prevented from 
doing so by discriminatory practices based on race, 
national or ethnic origin.” 

“So what are you saying, Uncle?” 

“Haul the CMHR before the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission. Get a Canadian Holodomor vic- 
tim to charge the Museum with discrimination based 
on ethnicity; blatant dishonouring of the family dead. 
Seek equal treatment. Let’s see if the UCC can right 
this wrong.” 

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn is a former Director of Com- 
munications, Canadian Human Rights Commission. 


Stalin and his заїгар5 murdered 
millions more than Hitler, a point 
underscored in Professor Norman 
Naimark’s outstanding new book, 
Stalin’s Genocides. Yet that Soviet 
dictator is not named, not once. 
Nor are Mao Tse Tung’s atroci- 
ties acknowledged even though the 
Chinese Communists slaughtered 
about the same number as Hitler 
and Stalin did, combined. And 
what about Imperial Japanese bar- 
barities, like the infamous “Rape 
of Nanjing”? It’s left out, as it is in 
most Japanese textbooks, even as 
the Holodomor is currently being 
excised from Ukraine’s. Should a 
Canadian museum, even indirect- 
ly, succour deniers? 

Being equitable takes nothing 
away from hallowing victims of 
the Shoah. As over two dozen 
well-supported museums and 
educational programs dedicated 
exclusively to this Jewish tragedy 
already exist in-Canada (and hun- 
dreds more internationally) this 
tale is already told, often and well, 
in no danger of being forgotten. 
But the catastrophe that befell 
many millions of non-Jews en- 
slaved or murdered by the Nazis — 
including the Roma, Catholics, the 
disabled, Poles, Ukrainians, Soviet 
POWs, homosexuals and others 
— will be obfuscated if only one 
community’s suffering, great as it 
was, is elevated above all others. 

Responding to mounting criti- 
cism, the museum’s boosters have 
insisted that the Committee’s 
submission, while important, is 
only one of many sources being 
considered as the museum’s final 


contents are developed. Alas, they 
speak with forked tongues. For 
while it may be true that the con- 
tents of the museum are “not set” 
the fact is that two of its 12 galler- 
ies are permanently and promin- 
ently giving privileged space to the 
recounting of aboriginal tales and 
the Shoah. All other crimes against 
humanity — like the Holodomor 
— are thrown together in a “Mass 
Atrocities” gallery, consigned to 
a spatial inferiority. Funding such 
partiality is simply not acceptable 
in a taxpayer-funded national insti- 
tution that the Conservatives first 
attached to the public teat. There 
it still clings, sucking generously, 
crying out for even more, certainly 
never to be weaned. 

Until the controversy over this 

museum’s contents is resolved, and 
the composition of its appointed 
board members made more truly 
representative of Canadian society, 
Harper’s government should reject 
calls for increased public funding 
of this boondoggle and initiate a 
truly inclusive consultation pro- 
cess with the many communities 
who want the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights to meet its stated 
goal of “contributing to the collect- 
ive memory and sense of identity 
of all Canadians.” Otherwise all 
this national institution will do is 
provoke further divisiveness and 
controversy, for which the Con- 
servatives will someday pay. 
Dr Lubomyr Luciuk is director of 
research for the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Civil Liberties Association 
(www.uccla.ca) and a recipient of 
a 2010 Shevchenko Medal 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


HELPING SMALL BUSINESS, HELPING STUDENTS 
Canada Summer Jobs helps small businesses create job opportunities 
for students. The initiative focuses on local priorities, while achieving 
tangible results for both students and their communities. This is a great 
opportunity for employers to offset costs during the summer months. 

The program provides work experiences for students, recognizing that 
local circumstances, community needs and priorities vary widely. Our 
Federal Conservative Government has increased the budget for Canada 
Summer Jobs by $10 million, to total $107.5 million. 

Funding is provided to small private sector for-profit employers with 
50 or fewer employees, not-for-profit and public-sector employers to 
create summer job opportunities for full-time students aged 15 to 30 
who are intending to return to their studies in the next school year. 
Employers who wish to take part in this year’s program must appl 


February 28. 


Proposals will be assessed using the following guidelines: service to 
local communities; jobs that support local priorities; jobs that provide 
career-related experience or early work experience; jobs with a sal- 
ary that contributes to the student’s income; employers who provide 
supervision and mentoring; project activities that are directed toward 
members of, and support the vitality of, an official language minority 
community; and employers who intend to hire priority students (those 
with disabilities, Aboriginals and members of visible minority groups). 

Small private sector for-profit businesses with 50 or fewer employees 
and public-sector employers are eligible for up to 50 percent of the 
provincial minimum hourly wage. Not-for-profit employers are eligible 
for up to 100 percent of the provincial minimum $8.80 hourly wage and 
mandatory employment-related costs. 

Employers looking for more information may contact the Service 
Canada Centre at Canada Place on Jasper Avenue, go online at www. 
servicecanada.gc.ca or call 1-800-935-5555. 

I think the Canada Summer Jobs Program is a win-win for employ- 


ers, students and all Canadians. 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


(UkrNews)--Ukrainian commun- 
ity activist Michael Savaryn was 
sworn in as justice for the Edmon- 
ton Family and Youth Court in Ed- 
monton, Jan. 25. 

The ceremony was presided over 
by Chief Judge Gail Vickery, As- 
sistant Chief Judge Justina Filice, 
and Judge Kal Haymore. 

“Sir Isaac Newton wrote that 
‘Trials are medicines which our 
gracious and wise physician pre- 
scribes because we need them.’ I 
must have been one sick puppy be- 
fore my appointment . But serious- 
ly, I am honoured beyond measure 
to be undertaking this colossal task 
and take on my said Trials with a 
promise to do my very best to serve 
society, the children and parents 
who appear before me,” said justice 
Savaryn after acknowledging his 
parents, (Peter and Olya Savaryn); 
sisters (Halia Yarovenko, and Vera 
Hnenny); and children, Motria, 
Bohdan, and Julian. 

«І pray that I may discharge my 


duties with compassion, mercy, 
wisdom, and humility,” he added. 

He spoke of the work family 
judges do, noting they need to be 
“kinder than necessary” since they 
deal with children. 

“Indeed, they often also deal 
with either unrepresented litigants, 
or parents facing the monolithic 
odds that Government can har- 
ness in child welfare proceedings; 
and they are frightened to death to 
be fighting their battle practically 
alone. The mantra to ‘be kinder 
than necessary’ I learned from 
Laura Gibson of Legal Represen- 
tation for Children and Youth, my 
favourite organization in my previ- 
ous life when I had the privilege of 
primarily being counsel for chil- 
dren,” Justice Savaryn said. 

Greetings were delivered by Chief 
Judge Vickery, Assistant Chief 
Judge Filice, Judge Haymore, Doug- 
las Mah (Law Society of Alberta), 
Analea Wayne (Canadian Bar Asso- 
ciation), and Anne Konye (Edmon- 
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Michael Savaryn sworn in as family judge 


PHOTO — LYNN ROCH, Fred Katz Fine Art Photography 
Michael Savaryn holds the Bible during his swearing-in ceremony. 
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ton Bar Association). 

Upon graduation from the Univer- 
sity of Alberta with a Bachelor of 
Law in 1980, Justice Savaryn joined 
his father Peter to form the firm 
Savaryn & Savaryn in Edmonton. 
Following his father’s retirement 
in 1991, he continued the practice 
with a focus on family law, particu- 
larly representing children in Youth 
Court and child welfare matters. 
From 1995-1998, Savaryn served 
as a Catholic School Board Trustee 
and Vice-Chair of the Edmonton 


Catholic School Board. In 2003, 
he was appointed by the Alberta 
Minister of Justice as a member of 
the Unified Family Court Imple- 
mentation Steering Committee. 
Among his Ukrainian com- 
munity activities, he has served 
as: Secretary of the “Shevchenko 
Scientific Society of Canada”, Al- 
berta Branch; Eucharistic Minis- 
ter/lector at St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral and more ге- 
cently with St. Basil Parish; Board 
member of the Canadian Founda- 


tion for Ukrainian Studies (Alberta 
rep.), Coach/violinist of a piano- 
Violin-cello trio; Executive/Board 
member of the Alberta Ukrainian 
Commemorative Society; Chair- 
man And Co-Chair - Fundraiser for 
Ukrainian Bilingual Schools; Plast/ 
Ukrainian scout-leader, President 
Director of several summer camps; 
Secretary and History Teacher “Ivan 
Franko School of Ukrainian Studies” 
and President of the Alberta School 
Board Association For Bilingual 
Education. 


Opposition rally passes without incident 


(Ukrainian Journal)—No major 
incidents were reported at a mas- 
sive opposition rally on Jan. 22 as 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tym- 
oshenko called her supporters for 
unity in opposing the government 
of President Viktor Yanukovych. 

About 10,000 people turned out 
for the rally in downtown Kyiv. 

The rally was carefully watched 
after a warning from Interior Minis- 
ter Anatoliy Mohyliov a week ear- 
lier that some figures had planned 
to trigger “bloodshed” at the event. 

“By the unity and by the oppos- 
ition we have to stop what we don’t 
like today and what is destroying 
our rights,” Tymoshenko said ad- 
dressing the rally at the Sofiyivska 
square. “We have to unite one by 


rhitad 


voulez! 


one, as people by people.” 

Tymoshenko, who lost presiden- 
tial election to Yanukovych in Feb- 
ruary 2010, has been struggling ever 
since trying to ignite major protests 
against Yanukovych’s policies. 

Yanukovych, on the other hand, 
has been rapidly consolidating his 
authority, albeit by controversial 
methods, such as replacing a con- 
stitution to increase his powers. 

More than a dozen of former gov- 
ernment officials and Tymoshenko 
allies had been under investigation 
for alleged abuse of power. 

Tymoshenko herself has been 
investigated for alleged misuse of 
environmental funds towards pay- 
ing pensions and social security 
payments. 

But as the investigations had 
mostly targeted the Tymoshenko 
allies, some western politicians 
and government officials had aired 
concerns that Yanukovych may 
have been trying to eliminate his 
rivals. 

Tymoshenko’s failure to ignite 
significant and enduring protests 
has apparently forced her to change 
tactics towards focusing on the 
next parliamentary elections. 

“We have a chance to change this 


government at the next parliament- 
ary election, unless they do some- 
thing that would force you to take 
them out of their offices [sooner],” 
Tymoshenko said. 

Hanna Herman, a deputy chief 
of staff at the Yanukovych admin- 
istration, said on Jan. 22 that Ty- 
moshenko had failed to generate 
significant action, indicating her 
weakening political clout. 

“The Tymoshenko rally did not 
have success that she had hoped 
for because of one thing,” Herman 
said in an interview with Channel 
5. “The people did not want anger, 
confrontation, disputes and dirt 
that she had been pouring from the 
microphone.” 

Meanwhile, Tymoshenko touted 
as an example the recent protest by 
thousands of small business owners 
in November 2010 against new tax 
laws that would have increased 
pressure on small businesses. 

The government eventually yield- 
ed to the pressure from the protest- 
ers that had led to a change in the 
tax laws towards reducing pressure 
on the small businesses. 

“They achieved the victory be- 
cause they had acted together,” Ty- 
moshenko said. 


Students protest draft law on higher education 

(RFE/RL)—Some 100 university students picketed the Ukrainian par- 
liament building Jan. 31 to protest a draft law on higher education that 
could lead to higher tuition fees, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

The demonstrators say the draft “would kill equal and fair admission to 
Ukrainian universities.” 

They also say the draft, put together by the ruling Party of Regions 
parliamentary faction, would force students to cover the cost of tuition 
themselves. The protesters added that the draft would lead to dismantling 
the current system whereby the state guarantees jobs in certain fields for 
a specified number of students. 

Deputy Education Minister Yevhen Sulima said Jan. 31 the new law 
would allow university rectors to raise tuition fees in line with inflation 
and/or the average increase in the minimal monthly wage. 


Ukrainian News/¥\ 
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The cast of Malanka 2011 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


UNF puts on highly entertaining Malanka 


(UkrNews)—Theconstituent 
organizations of the Ukrainian 
National Federation (UNF) in Ed- 
monton combined for a highly en- 
tertaining Malanka performance 
during their annual Ukrainian New 
Year’s Eve celebration, Jan. 22. 

As New Year's Eve is also the 
feast day of St. Melaniya, News 
Year's Day is the feast day of 
Vasyl (Basil) the Great, one of the 
Church fathers. These Christian 
holidays coincide with the solar 
cycles recognized in pre-Christian 

ап 50СІЄ 
was at this time of the year that ~ 


ancestors of the Ukrainian people 
performed rituals to ensure plen- 
tiful crops, peace and well-being 
for all. The Malanka celebration 
serves as a bridge between the old 
and new religious traditions. 


Some of ther Malanka performers also held a Koliada at the Taste of 


Since the Julian calendar is 13 
days behind the Gregorian, Christ- 
mas falls on Jan. 7 by the new, and 
New Year's on Jan. 14. 

Traditionally, Malanka was cele- 
brated with playful skits featuring 
Malanka, who is actually the per- 
sonification of Mother Earth, usu- 
ally played by a man, and Vasyl, 
her lover (or in some versions 
her brother), usually played by 
a woman, as well as many other 
characters and animals. 

The UNF production included 

ysies, Vikings, goats, lambs as 
well as the Devil himself. = 

The plot had an Alberta theme 
to it as the foothills village of Cal- 
garivka decides to steal Malanka 
from the rural village of Edmon- 
tonivka. Solokha, who wants Vasyl 
for her own, employs the services 


Ukraine Restaurant this Christmas. Above, they are pictured with owner 
Odarka Wozniak, herself a former UNYF member. 


Czech Republic confirms granting asylum 

(Interfax-Ukraine)—The Czech Republic has officially confirmed that 
it has granted political asylum to former Ukrainian Economy Minister 
Bohdan Danylyshyn, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry has reported. 

“The Foreign Ministry confirms it has received the information from 
the competent authorities of the Czech Republic about the granting of 
political asylum to Ukrainian citizen Danylyshyn,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Oleksandr Dykusaroy told Interfax-Ukraine, Jan. 27. 

On Jan. 18, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry submitted a diplomatic 
note to the Czech side with a request that it officially confirm the grant- 
ing of political asylum to Danylyshyn. 

Danylyshyn, who served as Ukraine’s economy minister in the govern- 
ment led by former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko in 2007-2010, was 
put on the state and international wanted list in Aug. 2010. On Oct. 19, 
2010, he was detained in the Czech Republic at Interpol’s request. 

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry confirmed on Jan. 14 that political asy- 
lum had been granted to Danylyshyn. 


of the Devil to return Malanka in 
return for Vasyl’s hand in mar- 
riage. But Vasyl thwarts them, 
rescuing her himself and good tri- 
umphs over evil. 

The exuberant performance was 
enthusiastically received by the 
sell-out crowd 

This year’s performers included: 
Volodia Tsymbaliuk, Iryna Grytsiv, 
Jacob Haine, Maryana Mykhay- 
lyak, Volodia Grytsiv, Lilia Sokha, 
Ania Lahoda, Genia Voloboeva, 
Ostap Sokha, Valia Oliynyk, Na- 
dia Kosmyna, Yana Vihivska, 
Khrytstyna Pikh, Mary Ann 
Sech, Bohdan Vinnychenko, Jolie 
Hodlevska, Vika Shevchenko, Ivan 


Bushuev, Alex Bohdanovych, Olia 
and Tonko Мус with their daughter 
— Solomia, Svitlana Semenko, Lary- 
sa and Oleh Melnyk, Liliya Sukhy, 
Tania Adamyk, Iryna Klymkiv, Svit- 
lana Trofimuk, and Nataliya Grytsiv, 
who also served as Event Coordina- 
tor. 

Technical and stage support was 
provided by: Sound: Yuriy Yopyk; 
Music operator: Шупа Grytsiv; 
Script and staging: Nataliya Grytsiv, 
Lilia and Ostap Sokha, Ania Lahoda; 
Computers and tech: Volodia Gryt- 
siv; Photo/PPP — Joley Hodlevska, 
Bohdan Vinnychenko; Videoopera- 
tor: Jacob Haine; Costumes: Natali- 
ya & Iryna Grytsiv, Joley Hodlevska, 


Valia Oliynyk 

Participating performing groups 
were: Ukrainian Women’s Orga- 
nization, Children’s drama group 
“Dzherelo” — Alla Semenko, 
Dmytro Rusnak (music instruc- 
tor); UNF Amateur drama theatre 
“Suziria” - directed by Nataliya 
Grytsiv; Ukrainian National 
Youth Federation Arts of Life stu- 
dio of performing Arts “Kalyna 
— Tetractys “ (www.artsoflife.ca) 
coordinator - Nataliya Grytsiv 
and the Vocal Ensemble “Ridna 
Pisnia” — Liliya Sukhy, Nataliya 
Grytsiv, Tania Adamyk, Iryna 
Klymkiv, Svitlana Trofimuk — 
teachers, Ivan Franko School. 


Learn Ukrainian in Lviv this Summer 


Department of Modern Languages and Cultural Studies, University of Alberta 
The Ukrainian Culture, Language and Literature Program 


Галичани закликають | Регіонали VS націоналісти 


демонтувати всі 
пам'ятники діячам 
тоталітаризму 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Львові, Тернополі та Івано-Франківську розпочали збір під- 
писів під листом до Президента з вимогою демонтувати в Україні 
усі пам'ятники Леніну, Сталіну, Косіору та іншим особам, причет- 
ним до організації і здійснення Голодомору та репресій в Україні. 
Але деякі історики сумніваються, що таке звернення до нинішньої 
влади може бути дієвим. 

Протягом трьох днів, 21 - 24 січня, активісти «України Соборної» 
зібрали кілька тисяч підписів під відкритим листом до Президента 
Віктора Януковича, у якому вимагають припинити антиукраїнську 
політику, політику героїзації радянської епохи та її вождів. 

Адже досі не виконаний чинний указ Президента Віктора Ющен- 
ка «Про заходи у зв'язку з 75-ми роковинами Голодомору 1932- 
1933 років» від 2007 року. За цим документом постановлено демон- 
тувати пам'ятники та пам'ятні знаки особам, причетним до велико- 
го голоду і до політичних репресій, перейменувати вулиці, площі, 
парки та сквери у населених пунктах України, назви яких пов'язані 
з такими особами. 

Один із ініціаторів акції, депутат Львівської міськради, юрист Во- 
лодимир Гірняк наголошує, що ті тоталітарні діячі нищили предків 
саме тих людей, які живуть у східних областях України. 

«Коли буде багато підписів під листом, то ми його відправимо 
Президентові, щоб він побачив, як не лише галичани, але й схід- 
няки ставляться до тоталітарних вождів», - розповів депутат Радіо 
Свобода. 

Галичани закликають мешканців усіх українських регіонів вима- 
гати демонтажу пам'ятників і знаків, змінити назви вулиць тих, хто 
вбивав їхніх батьків, дідів, прадідів, хто був причетними до страш- 
них злочинів. Відкритий лист скерують у мерії усіх українських 
міст. 

Натомість львівський історик Микола Посівнич сумнівається, що 
акція зі збору підписів під відкритим листом до влади буде резуль- 
тативною, На його думку, потрібно апелювати до громад, поясню- 
вати їм, що той чи інший тоталітарний вождь зробив у їхньому селі 
та містечку. Лише тоді люди вимагатимуть від місцевої влади ухва- 
лювати рішення, щоб відмовлятися від тоталітарної спадщини. 

«Маємо синдром жертв посттоталітарного суспільства. Їхні на- 
щадки вважають, що радянські вожді визволили їх і врятували від 
голоду. Збір підписів нічого не дасть, бо нині саме місцеві ради ви- 
рішують назву вулиці чи долю пам'ятника. Тільки громада має зро- 
зуміти, що неприпустимо мати у селі чи місті бюст того, хто вбивав 
їхніх рідних, земляків», - вважає Посівнич. 

У Галичині всі вулиці Леніна i пам'ятники йому були перейме- 
новані 1 демонтовані ще у перші дні після проголошення незалеж- 
ності. Люди робили це з власної ініціативи, оскільки пам'ятали 
репресії i поруч були живі свідки трагічного минулого. 

Нині в Україні, переважно в центрі і на сході, досі височіють по- 
над 2 тисячі пам'ятників Ленінові та десятки монументів іншим 
вождям радянської доби. Офіційної статистики щодо їхньої кіль- 

кості немає. 

Перший пам'ятник Сталінові в Україні після незалежності від- 
крили у Запоріжжі у травні минулого року біля офісу місцевої ком- 
партії. Але цей пам'ятник довго не протримався. Міліція назвала 
його підрив у новорічну ніч терактом, а ініціаторів самовільного 
знищення монумента радянському компартійному тиранові ще 
встановлюють. 


У Львові встановлять 
пам'ятник малолітнім 
жертвам сталінізму 


(Радіо Свобода)- -На Янівському кладовищі Львова встановлять 
пам'ятник дітям, замордованим у тюрмах міста у 1950-1951 роках. 

Як повідомило агентство «УНІАН» із посиланням на прес-службу 
Львівської міської ради, 3 лютого, меморіал планують встановити 
на полі Ne 50 Янівського кладовища, на місці поховання 29 дітей. 
Зараз на цьому місці стоїть березовий хрест. 

«Діти, чиї матері перебували під слідством чи під підозрою, 
були замордовані комуністичним НКВС. Так комуністична влада 
намагалася отримати необхідні дані. Сьогодні можна назвати 
цифру - 29 немовлят, віком від одного дня до 2 років. Цих дітей 
таємно вивезли та закопали на віддаленому полі Мо 50 Янівського 
кладовища», - розповів голова Львівського обласного товариства 
політичних в'язнів і репресованих Петро Франко. 
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боротьба чи симбіоз 
протилежностей? 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Реформам, які впроваджує влада, та стабільності 
в Україні загрожує діяльність радикальних націо- 
налістичних партій та організацій. Про це сьогодні 
на прес-конференції заявляли лідери Антифашист- 
ського форуму України. Натомість представники 
опозиції зазначають, що влада свідомо привертає 
увагу до діяльності радикальних націоналістів. 

Заяви, які роблять ватажки націоналістичних 
партій та організацій, передусім - партії «Свобо- 
да», ставлять під загрозу стабільність в Україні та 
цілісність держави, а тому мають привернути до 
себе увагу правоохоронних органів. 

«Політики зі «Свободи» та низки ще радикаль- 
ніших рухів беруть на озброєння гасла батьків-за- 
сновників інтегрального націоналізму. Терорис- 
тичний акт у Макіївці, вибух пам'ятника, заклики 
до революції змушують нас вкотре нагадувати 
громадянам України про небезпеку загравання з 
націоналістами» , - вважає співголова антифа- 
шистського форуму, народний депутат від партії 
регіонів Олег Царьов. 

Щоправда, згодом, відповідаючи на запитання, 
Олег Царьов визнав, що немає підстав стверджувати, 
ніби вибух у Макіївці організували націоналісти. 

Лідери антифашистського форуму назвали актом 
історичної справедливості рішення про скасування 
указу президента Віктора Ющенка про присвоєння 
звання Героя України лідеру ОУН Степанові Бан- 
дері. 

Разом з цим, співголова Антифашистського фо- 
руму та голова Луганської обласної ради, «регіо- 
нал» Валерій Голенко утримався від того, аби дати 
оцінку встановленню в Запоріжжі пам'ятника 
Сталіну. Олег Царьов натомість засудив знищення 
за допомогою вибухівки будь-яких пам'ятників, 


навіть Степанові Бандері. 

Лідер партії «Свобода» Олег Тягнибок зазначає, 
що діяльність Антифашистського форуму має ан- 
тиукраїнський характер. «Подібні організації, - 
каже він, - накидають нам своїх героїв і радянсь- 
кий стиль мислення. Зрозуміло, що одне з їхніх 
завдань —— це знищення українських національних 
організацій». 

Натомість політтехнолог Олег Медведєв, який 
співпрацює з опозиційною партією «Батьківщи- 
на», вважає, що влада навмисно роздмухує націо- 
налістичну загрозу, створюючи для себе «зручно- 
го» опонента. 

«Думаю, що так званим антифашистам із Партії 
регіонів треба провести внутрішньопартійне роз- 
слідування і спробувати пошукати всередині влас- 
ної партії покровителів тих політичних сил, які 
вони називають фашистськими», - зазначає він. 

За словами політтехнолога, влада реалізовує 
двопланову технологію. «Треба, щоби наскільки 
Захід захоплюється «Свободою», настільки ж її 
повинен боятися Схід» , - зазначає Олег Медведєв. 

Між тим, група львівських громадських діячів, 
об'єднаних в Унівську групу (до її складу входять 
відомі львівські науковці, підприємці та діячі куль- 
тури), засудила заяви лідерів місцевого осередку 
«Свободи». На думку представників Унівської 
групи, свідомо чи несвідомо, недавні заяви Грини 
Фаріон та Юрія Михальчишина ізолюють Львів 
від решти України та перекреслюють її європейсь- 
кий вибір, а THM самим сприяють втягненню Украї- 
ни у світ «регульованої демократії». 

Натомість Олег Тягнибок відкидає ці закиди. За 
його словами, ліберали i демократи були при владі 
1 довели ситуацію до того, що антиукраїнські сили 
захопили владу. 


Семінар у Львові: - 


суди 1 жертви насильства 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Понад 100 тисяч українців потерпіли від трудо- 
вого і сексуального рабства за останні 18 років. 
Третина з них — неповнолітні особи. Це офіційна 
статистика, а реальна цифра більш вражаюча, ка- 
жуть експерти. 

Цими днями у Львові українські та польські суд- 
ді, психологи обмінюються досвідом, як розглядати 
справи у суді за участю неповнолітніх і жертв торгів- 
лі людьми, щоб мінімізувати стрес потерпілих. 

Україну 1 Польщу фахівці називають транзитни- 
ми країнами, через які незаконно перевозять чоло- 
віків, жінок, дітей для продажу їх у сексуальне і 
трудове рабство. Сприяє цьому низький соціально- 
економічний рівень життя у пострадянських краї- 
нах. До того ж, Україна є постачальником жертв, а 
Польща - країною їх призначення. 

У Польщі триває судовий процес у справі торгів- 
лі українцями і поляками, яких тримали у трудо- 
вому рабстві в Італії. Люди збирали помідори під 
контролем озброєної охорони. Їх змушували до 
праці, однак люди завжди були ще й винні гроші 
.«роботодавцям. Усе було продумано і організова- 
но польським подружжям. До складу банди вхо- 
дили поляки, українці, італійці. Українці і поляки 
постачали людей, поляки їх перевозили, італійцям 
належали плантації, а охороняли жертв знову ж 
таки українці і поляки. 

У 2007 році 57 учасників групи затримали. В Іта- 
лії судовий процес уже завершили. Потерпілими 
визнані близько 900 людей, розповів Радіо Свобо- 
да польський прокурор Кшиштоф Каршніцкі. Час- 
тину злочинної групи у Польщі засуджено до 10 
років позбавлення волі. 

Українки найчастіше потрапляють у сексуальне 
рабство у східні країни, зокрема Туреччину, Кіпр, 
Грецію, Арабські Емірати. Торгівлю людьми, яка 

за прибутками є третьою у світі, контролюють по- 
тужні корпорації, каже психолог Геннадій Муста- 


фаєв. До складу таких корпорацій входять 1 високі 
чиновники, і політики. Відтак суди, міліція, про- 
куратура в Україні покривають торгівлю людьми 
і насильство над дітьми. Фахівець зазначає, що 
у суддів також немає досвіду роботи з жертвами 
насильства, особливо дітьми. А ще необхідно на- 
вчати працювати із ними лікарів. Адже саме до 
медиків приходять постраждалі. 

В Україні i Польщі останніми роками зростає 
кількість жертв серед дітей, які зазнають насиль- 
ства. В Україні найчастіше діти віком 6-7 років 
страждають від сексуального насильства. Однак в 
українські суди доходить обмаль таких справ. Тим 
часом у польських судах щороку розглядається 
схожих справ близько 20 тисяч, наголосив Радіо 
Свобода голова районного суду Любліна Кши- 
штоф Войташек. 

У сусідній країні створено понад 100 спеціально 
облаштованих приміщень, де перебувають непо- 
внолітні жертви і свідки. З ними працюють судді 
та психологи. 

«Таких дітей вже до суду не викликається. Роз- 
мови записано, у суді лише показуємо відео, щоб 
таких діток не піддавати стресам. Недавно я мав 
справу, коли батько, щоб покривдити дітей, на їх- 
ніх очах вбив папугу і канарку», - каже польський 
суддя. 

В Україні сьогодні є лише одне приміщення в 
суді Івано-Франківська, де жертв допитують дис- 
танційно. Водночас українським суддям бракує 
навиків спілкування із постраждалими дітьми. 

Наприкінці минулого року під соціальним нагля- 
дом перебували майже 2500 українських дітей, які 
зазнали насильства. Переважно це вихідці із не- 
благополучних родин і вихованці шкіл-інтернатів. 

Семінар у Львові відбувається в рамках спіль- 
ного проекту Ради Європи та Європейського Со- 
юзу для зміцнення і захисту прав жінок та дітей в 
Україні. 
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Bishop Yevstratii: Moscow’s plan 
to liquidate UOC-KP is aimed 
against Ukrainian statehood 


(RISU)—In an interview to RISU, Sec- 
retary of the Holy Synod of the Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarch- 
ate (UOC-KP) Bishop Yevstratii (Zoria) 
of Vasylkivtsi said that the situation in the 
church life of Ukraine from 1991-1992 
has been the result of the realization of the 
church-state plans of Moscow and called 
Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox 
Church “the main architect of the present 
divide of the Ukrainian Church.” 

At the same time, Bishop Yevstratii noted 
that in view of the close connection between 
the authorities and the church in Russia, the 
plan to liquidate the UOC-KP, disclosed in 
Patriarch Filaret’s New Year’s statement, 
cannot be called a plan of only the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate: “It is rather a Moscow or 
Russian plan that is to be implemented in 
Ukraine through the Moscow Patriarch and, 
probably, through other channels as well.” 

According to him, the main element of the 
plan is the fact that the Kyivan Patriarchate 
“lost the support of the authorities,” and the 
Moscow Patriarchate “has been granted the 
support of the authorities.” In the opinion of 
the bishop, priests of the UOC-KP are being 
persuaded to transfer to the Moscow Patri- 
archate on that basis. 

Pressure is being put on the clergy of the 
UOC-KP through officials of the district 
level, sponsors of the construction or through 
their acquaintances, who are priests of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, noted the bishop. Ac- 
cording to him, the fact that it is done “on an 
instruction from above” is indicated, in par- 
ticular, by the coordination of actions of the 
officials of the state district administration 
officials in this question. 

According to the bishop, the plan of Mos- 


cow regarding the UOC-KP is aimed, on one 
hand, to marginalize that church in the whole 
territory of Ukraine: “Some ‘harmless’ doz- 
en of parishes in each region, which would 
not have sufficient power to influence any- 
thing, will be left. We can see that the plan 
is being implemented in central and eastern 
Ukraine through the activity of the Moscow 
Patriarchate and that the UAOC [Ukzain- 
ian Autocephalous Orthodox Church] is be- 
coming more active in the west of Ukraine. 
Therefore, attempts will be made to transfer 
our parishes to the UAOC.” 

On the other hand, the authors of the plan 
thereby seek to create a constantly unstable 
internal situation in Ukraine using the prob- 
lem of interchurch relations as well as the 
problem of the language and history, the 
issue of the relations between different parts 
of Ukraine. According to the bishop, “Mos- 
cow’s agents of influence” are trying to cre- 
ate an unstable situation in Ukraine, and 
some of them “even officially hold posts 
supported by Moscow and officially state 
that they work for specific structures.” Viola- 
tions of the main rights and freedoms of cit- 
izens will help to stir the society, provoke a 
reaction of Europe and, consequently, “give 
President Yanukovych no possibility to man- 
oeuvre between Russia and the West, make 
him a leader who will have to cooperate only 
in one political area, the area of Moscow, and 
eventually turn him into a puppet of Mos- 
cow.” 

Bishop Yevstratii stresses that “representa- 
tives of the Ukrainian authorities who are 


being used today for the realization of that \ 


plan should understand that it is aimed not so 
much against the Kyivan Patriarchate as it is 
against the Ukrainian statehood in general.” 


Moscow organizing schism in UGCC 


In a special commentary for RISU, expert 
Hlib Kovalenko commented on an interview 
of Kirill Frolov with the publication Don- 
etsk Kriazh. The expert calls the statements 
of Frolov symptomatic, especially his ideas 
about the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC), which, in view of the closeness of 
Frolov to Patriarch Kirill, can be considered 
that same as those of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate. In fact, Kovalenko states that Frolov re- 
veals the details of the plan of action against 
the UGCC. 

According to the expert, it is obvious from 
the statements of Frolov, who is a worker of 
the Institute of CIS Countries, that “Moscow 
wishes to organize a schism in the UGCC 
with the help of the Dognal Group. 

“The organizer of the schism was an agent 
of the Czech Communist secret services. 
It would not be strange if today he was an 
agent of another secret service of another 
state, which once headed the ‘socialist bloc.’ 
Sometimes, the leadership of the Dognal 
Group did not even have time to translate 
its addresses from Russian into Ukrainian,” 
said Kovalenko. 


He noted that “with his words, Frolov 
rather reveals the wish of the ROC for the 
sectarian movement of Dognal to be turned 
into a schism.” The expert advised Frolov 
to learn to distinguish between the notions 
“schism” and “sect.” 

“One can only hope that the confessions of 
Frolov will substantially influence the way 
Dognal adherents are treated in Ukraine and 
in the UGCC in particular,” said Kovalenko. 

Ex-monks Antonin Illia Dognal, Richard- 
Methodii Shpirzhik, and Samuil R. Ober- 
hauser earlier belonged to the Czech Dele- 
gature of Basilian fathers liquidated in 2004. 
The fourth father, Vasyl Markian Hitiuk, is 
Ukrainian. They conduct their activity in the 
village of Pidhirtsi in the Lviv region. 

The Collegial Tribunal of the Sokal- 
Zhovkva Eparchy passed a sentence that 
the mentioned priests and Fr. Robert Ober- 
hauser should be excommunicated. In 2009, 
the Apostolic Signatura passed a sentence to 
exclude the mentioned monks from the Ba- 
silian Order. The sentence was executed on 
the basis of the decisions of the protoarchi- 
mandrite and the council of the order. 


UGCCcelebrates Husar’s10“ anniversary 


(RISU)—On occasion of the 10th anniver- 
sary of the patriarchal ministry of the head 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
Patriarch Lubomyr, with the participation of 
the members of the Synod of Bishops of the 
Kyiv and Halych Supreme Archbishopric, 
numerous members of clergy, monks and 
nuns from all over Ukraine, parishioners of 
the church, representatives of the public and 
faithful of the Kyivan Archeparchy of the 
UGCC, a celebratory Hierarchical Liturgy 
was celebrated in the Church of St. Basil the 
Great in Kyiv on Jan. 23. 

Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine, Archbishop 
Ivan Jurkovic and Bishop of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ukraine Stanislav 
Shyrokoradiuk also participated in the cele- 
bratory service. 


According to the Information Depart- 
ment of the UGCC, the liturgy was headed 
by Archbishop of Lviv of UGCC Bishop 
Thor Vozniak. 

“We are grateful to the Blessed Patri- 
arch Lubomyr (Husar) for his service as 
the head of our church! It is a responsible 
and difficult ministry full of various chal- 
lenges and obstacles,” said Bishop Thor in 
his greeting address. The archbishop of 
Lviv expressed gratitude to the head of 
the UGCC for his humble service in that 
position for ten years. “Even at that short 
period, you managed to accept many diffi- 
cult challenges and you successfully over- 
came the obstacles as you trusted God and 
served your church and nation,” noted the 
bishop. 


LES THE Jkrainian Catholic Education Foundation is 


ЧИ NOW HIRING! 


ЧО 


THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOUNDATION (UCEF) of 
North America (Canada and USA), is seeking three well-organized, highly 
motivated individuals with experience in the non-profit charitable or corporate 
sectors to fill key positions in the development of a fundraising campaign to 
support the educational needs of the Ukrainian Catholic Community: 


> MANAGING DIRECTOR FOR CANADA 4 


Job responsibilities will include hiring and management of an office staff in 
Toronto as well as regional staff in other provinces and Ukrainian-Canadian 
communities. The Managing Director-Canada will answer to the Executive 
Director UCEF North America and work closely with the UCEF Management 
Committee, local support committees, the clergy and lay leaders, as well as 
strategic partners in various universities and institutes of higher learning. Job 
responsibilities will include: 


» Preparation of an annual organizational budget and staff work plan with 
a clear delineation of staff responsibilities and a process for evaluating staff 
performance 


» Regular reporting to the North American Executive Director on execution of 
the fundraising plan, deliverables & progress vis-a-vis campaign targets 


е Management of office staff 
» Relationship management with local support committees 


» Fostering an effective dialogue with Ukrainian Canadian bishops, clergy and 
prominent lay leaders to ensure growth and strengthening of the Foundation’s 
prominence throughout Canada. 


Must be a leader, team-player and self-starter. 


Compensation and benefits: 

The compensation for the individual hired will be based on experience and 
qualifications. The UCEF has a reputation for compensating employees well. Our 
rewarding compensation practices are rooted in our Foundation’s commitment 
to professional excellence. The applicant may be a resident of Canada or the 
United States, although Canadian citizens will be given preference. Ukrainian 
language proficiency is highly desirable but not essential. Other relevant skills 
and experience will be considered. 


> GREAT PLAINS REGIONAL PROJECT MANAGER « 
and 


WEST COAST REGIONAL PROJECT MANAGER |" 


Job responsibilities for these two positions will entail extensive travel and 
outreach to Ukrainian-American and Catholic communities in Manitoba, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and North Dakota for the Great Plains Region and in British 
Columbia, California, Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver for the West Coast 
Region. Each Regional Project Manager will answer to the Director of Finance 
and Development and will work closely with clergy and lay leaders as well as 
strategic partners. 


In each position, key job responsibilities will entail: Developing 
a regional fundraising plan for major donors; recruitment of competent high 
impact volunteers, philanthropists and corporate leaders for a Capital Campaign 
and local fundraising efforts; close contact and coordination of events with local 
support committees; fostering an effective dialogue with Ukrainian Catholic 
clergy and prominent lay leaders to ensure growth and strengthening of the 
Foundation’s prominence along the West Coast and in the Great Plains Region of 
the United States and Canada. 


Salary in mid five figure range may be negotiable based on previous non-profit or 
managerial experience and past track record. Benefits and travel expenses will be 
covered. Applicants may be residents of Canada or the United States. Ukrainian 
language proficiency is highly desirable but not essential. Other relevant skills 
and experience will be considered. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please contact the Search Committee, 
c/o thor Shust at 215-947-2795 (sihor@verizon.net), or call 
Jean Waterman at the UCEF office at (773) 235-8462. 
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Точка зору 
Кабінет Міністрів 
України — 
Кирилові під 

МАР 2 AY 


Розпорядження Кабінету Міністрів України напередодні Різдва 
про реорганізацію Національного науково-дослідного інституту 
українознавства при Міністерстві освіти i науки викликало занепо- 
коєння серед української західної діяспори. Названий інститут, під 
керівництвом проф. Петра Кононенка, рішено реорганізувати, дода- 
ючи до нього дослідження всесвітньої історії. 

Цей наказ Кабміну є черговим наступом уряду на визначні освітні 
й наукові інституції України та йде в парі з тим, що останньо від- 
бувається в Росії, де відверто забороняється діяльність культурно- 
освітніх установ української меншини, при мовчазній згоді уряду 
Віктора Януковича. Як відомо з преси, події в Росії спричинили зу- 
стріч в Газі між президентом Світового Конгресу Українців Євгеном 
Чолієм та Кнутом Фоллебеком, Верховним комісарем національних 
меншин Організації безпеки і співпраці в Європі та з його найвищи- 
ми дорадниками. 

Отже, погром українства відбувається спільно - в проросійському 
уряді України й у самій Росії, де, мабуть, ця акція зупинення демо- 
кратичного й наукового розвитку в Україні планується й оркестру- 
ється. Все робиться гарячково, без віддиху, щоб використати ат- 
мосферу загального шоку в Україні, внесеного новим урядом, і від- 
вернути увагу від своїх серйозних внутрішніх і зовнішніх помилок. 
Виконується жорстко та з небезпечними для держави i її громадян 
наслідками. 

Прикладом цього параноїчного поспіху є ,реорганізація", яка Ha- 
справді означає постепенне послаблення й остаточне ліквідування 
національних наукових інституцій в Україні, які формують обличчя 
нації - нації століттями окупованої, експлуатованої, фізично десят- 
кованої й принижуваної різними зайдами й українофобами. 

Ми не маємо раціонального вияснення для чого накидати про- 
грамі інституту українознавства неспоріднену дисципліну. Далеко 
логічнішим і навіть інтелігентнішим для міністерства було б відкри- 
ти окремий інститут досліджень ,,всесвітньої історії", якщо міністр 
освіти, науки, молоді й спорту JI. Табачник так щиро цікавиться все- 
людською історією чи історією сотворення світу. Міністр Табачник 
i прочі міністри, мабуть, не усвідомлюють, яке це широке поле оті 
історії охоплюють та скільки інститутів і фондів було б потрібно для 
серйозних досліджень всесвітньої історії?! 

В дійсності, справа не в турботах уряду Януковича про долю всес- 
вітньої історії, а в тому, що уряд України стурбований існуванням та 
високим академічним рівнем деяких навчальних закладів у державі, 
як, наприклад, Національний університет ,,Києво-Могилянська ака- 
демія?, Український католицький університет та їм подібні та Інсти- 
тут українознавства, про якого тут мова. Але міністрові Табачникові, 
чи його спонсорам, які дають табачникам директиви, покищо бракує 
відваги безпардонно закрити ці установи, тому роблять це хитріше, 
єхидніше, щоб елітарне в Україні знищити й українську культуру 
звести до колгоспних 1 парубоцьких стандартів, або переорієнтувати 
її на російські штампи. 

Це, що сьогодні заїснувало в Україні лякає, бо нагадує атмосфе- 
ру совєтсько-російської окупації Української Народної Республіки в 
1920-их; нагадує атмосферу безправ'я, процесів і судів над членами 
вигаданих спілок визволення України; створює враження приходу 
чекістського законодавства, як це назвав Грушевський. Примушує 
згадати про ліквідування Української Академії Наук, закривання бі- 
бліотек 1 нищення архівів та видань Академії. I врешті, лякає про- 
тестними самогубствами Хвильового й Скрипника. 

Все робиться нечистими руками, руками відкрито ворожими до 
суті держави й народу, котрого схопили й окупаційно правлять ним. 
Правлять з ненавистю до нього й до землі, на якій живуть і багаті- 
ють, а власника тієї землі примушують шукати хліба на чорних ро- 
ботах у часто бідніших країнах. Робиться все з цинізмом під маскою 
»реформ? та , реорганізацій" на свою користь. 

Ми занепокоєні українофобним стилем ,експериментів" влади, бо 
якщо їй вдастся здійснити свої дальші наміри при пасивному спо- 
гляданні втомленого й заляканого громадянина й його еліти, яка має 
труднощі бачити й знайти рятувальну мову, то ця лявіна задусить 
усе слабке, що на її дорозі. 

Недуга цієї влади переходить у пошесть, проти якої необхідно шу- 
кати ліків; шукати ,зілля на людське божевілля", як писав Тичина 
про большевицьку революцію в 1917-му, й зупинити цей розгул, цей 
середньовічний шабаш ,,відьом, чортів і чаклунів". 
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Леся Чумер дуругиє збірний хор української православної катедри св. Івана та українського православ- 
ного собору св. Андрея. 


Концерт коляд влаштований УМТА 


«У Різдвяні Свята 

Спішім брат до брата, 
Позабудьмо, що нас ділить, 
Що відводить нас від ціли 
І заколядуймо.? 

Ось так привітала присутніх на концерті коляд 
голова Українського Музичного Товариства Аль- 
берти п-і Люба Бойко-Белл. Між слухачами були 
присутні Преосв. Давид - Епарх едмонтонський 1 
альбертський, Всеч. о. М. Ковальчик та інші свя- 
щеники з католицьких 1 православних парафій міс- 
та Едмонтону. Простора катедра св. Йосафата була 
заповнена молоддю і старшими. Хоч погода цілий 
місяць січень була дуже прикра, треба подивляти 
завзятість наших громадян, які перебороли сніги і 
кучугури, щоб прийти і спілкуватися у цей святоч- 
ний час. 

І так, вже від 14-го січня 1973 р., коли відбувся 
перший "Концерт коляд), цього року 32-ий "Кон- 
церт коляді? пройшов з надзвичайним успіхом. Це 
вдруге відбувся концерт в катедрі св. Йосафата, - 
господарем - українська католицька едмонтонська 
Єпархія. Добровільний вступ був призначений на 
"Міст Надії" - харитативна поміч Україні. (При 
дверях зібрано 51,400.) 

Концерт складався з 13 точок: виступи хорів, 
"Вертеп", вірші та спільні колядки. Дуже вміло 
вложила програму п-і Галина Котович, де між кож- - 
ним виступом хорової точки ведуча програмою п-і 
Ксеня Мариняк дуже гарно читала вірші - твори 
авторів-поетів ra eae років 20-го століття 
(Богдана Лепкого, Романа Купчинського, Романа 
Завадовича та ін.). Ці поеми відзеркалюють певну 
добу української історії. 

Мистецьку частину програми розпочато 
колядою-молитвою "Бог Превічний", котру всі 
присутні, разом з хором української католицької 
катедри св. Йосафата, під диригентурую д-р Мела- 
нії Туржон, відспівали з великим пієтизмом. 

Могутньо зазвучала перша колядка хору катедри 
св. Йосафата “3 нами Бог" (муз. С. Дехтярьова), i 
відчулося, що в цім храмі Божім з нами усіма є Бог. 
А тоді, ніжним звуком, немов колискова, хор вико- 
нав колядку "Спи, Ісусе, спи" (обр. Й. Кишакеви- 
ча) 1 "Рожество Христове весь мир празнує" (обр. 
К. Стеценка). 

Хор при парафії св. Василія Великого під дири- 
гентурою Єлисавети Лісової- Андерсон відспівав 
три колядки: "Бог ся раждає" (муз. Р. Купчинсько- 
го), "Марія Діва" (муз. Й. Кишакевича) і "Вістку 
голосить"(муз. М. Копка, обр. І. Недільського), а 
тоді зробив приємну несподіванку співаючи "Він- 
шування", що дуже присутнім подобалося. 

Усіх присутніх полонив виступ дитячого хору при 
українській католицькій катедрі св. Йосафата під 
проводом п-і Kaci Антошко та сестер Міріям Голуб 
та Еммануїли Харишин, СНДМ. Діти увійшли до 
церкви зі співом колядки і почали "Різдвяну казку". 
Родина біля різдвяного стола - входять колядники 
зі звіздою, дзвіночки попереджають вхід чудових 
біленьких янгеликів, три царі, маленький вогник, 
а біля нього Свята Родина, пастушки присіли. Всі 
діти в гарних оригінальних строях, складають по- 
бажання. Всіх дуже приємно вразила гарна вимова 
дітей, 1 щирий, повний ентузіязму, спів колядок. 
Браво! 

Хор "Верховина" при Спілці української молоді 
(СУМ) під диригентурою Галини Лазурко виконав 
дві колядки: "Ой рано, рано" (обр. В. Ступниць- 
кого) і цікаву лемківську колядку "Пасли пастирі 
воли? (обр. М. Волинського). Дуже приємно почу- 
ти новий твір у добрім виконанні. 

Жіночий квартет "Херувими", до якого входять 


Андрея Лідер, Меланія Туржон, Петруся Тачинська, 
Катруся Тачинська, почав свій виступ з "Литійної 
молитви від Великого Повечір'я на Різдво". Спів по- 
чинається унісоном, а тоді входить в гармонію. Мені 
нагався спів монахів у монастирі, якого я недавно 
тому відвідала. Дуже зіспіваний ансамбль голосів. 
Тоді слідувала колядка "Янголи в небі" (муз. О. Ко- 
шиця). Свій виступ ансамбль закінчив колядою "На 
Рождество? (обр. М. Гайворонського). 

Збірний хор української православної катедри 
св. Івана та українського православного собору св. 
Андрея під диригентурою Лесі Чумер виконав три 
колядки: "З нами Бог" (муз. С. Дехтярьова), "Ой у 
полі плужок ope” (сл. Ю. Бреня), виконана жіно- 
чою секцією хору, 1 "На Святий Вечір? (обр. М. 
Гайворонського) з чудовим виконанням сольової 
партії Грицем Малюжинським. 

Чоловічий хор “Axcioc” з диригентом Борисом 
Деровим визначається своїми енергійними голо- 
сами, Мені спеціяльно подобалося їхнє виконан- 
ня колядки "Нині, Адаме" (обр. Б. Дерова). Дуже 
зіспівані, впевнені співаки. Крім цеї колядки, 
вони співали "Христос народився) (муз. Б. Деро- 
ва) 1 "Пресвята Марія" (нар. коляда). 

Хор парафії св. Юрія Переможця під дириген- 
турою Грини Тарнавської почав свій виступ коля- 
дою "Херувимів збір" (муз. O. Нижанковського), 
далі виконав богоявленську колядку “Tam на Йор- 
дані? (муз. Я. Яциневича), а закінчив колядою- 
віншуванням "Сійся, родися, сійся" (обр. E. Пп, I. 
Тарнавської, Р. Басараба). Це спеціяльно цікавий 1 
гарний спосіб віншування. 

"Капеля Kupie” - диригент др. Меланія Туржон 
- є новий ансамбль, створений із вибраних співа- 
ків з різних едмонтонських хорів, як також тала- 
новитих співаків не приналежних до інших співо- 
чих груп, які вивчають і виконують духовні тво- 
ри. Треба подивляти, що диригентка, др. Туржон, 
змогла заохотити і зорганізувати такий численний 
колектив. Вони виконали: "А векликнули янголи" 
(муз. М. Стеценка), "Діва днесь" знаменного роз- 
піву (обр. А. Кастальського) i "Слава во вишних 
Bory” (обр. A. Кастальського). Щасти Вам Боже у 
дальшій Вашій праці! 

Завершив програму хор "Дніпро" під дириген- 
турою Марії Дитиняк. Почали колядкою "Нова 
радість стала" (муз. O. Кошиця), моєю улюбле- 
ною, ще з дитинства, колядою. Почувши колядку, 
я згадала свій рідний дім, моїх батьків, "Свят Ве- 
yip” 1 в хату входять колядники - співають ту саму 
колядку, "Нова радість стала". І я, мала, думаю, 
«Ой щоб підрости, щоб i я могла ходити коляду- 
вати!" Та не довелося колядувати на Рідній Землі, 
але кожного Різдва, коли чую цю колядку, мені 
пригадується все рідне і дороге. Я така щаслива, 
що з цею колядкою я повернулася споминами в 
своє давне минуле. Отож, дуже гарно і добре нове, 
але всетаки серцерадісно стає почути стародавню 
любу колядку. Хор також виконав колядки: "На 
Святий Вечір" (обр. М. Гайворонського) і "ОЙ, ко- 
ляда, колядниця?" (обр. ГП. Козицького). 

Закінчено концерт коротким словом о. Пароха 
Ковальчика, який подякував всім виконавцям за 
чудовий спів і висловив признання за ту велику 

роботу, яку виконуюь наші хори і колективи на 
збереження нашої великої української музичної 
спадщини. 

А тоді церкву заповнив могутній спів коляди 
“Bo Вифлеємі", відспіваний всіма виконавцями 
разом із присутніми. 

Українська душа вірить, що з нами Бог, і що Прав- 
да і Добро переможуть - бо - з нами Бог! 
Ольга Логвиненко 
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І. еуас receives Ukrainian high honour 


Brant MPP receives Ukrainian Order of Merit for work on Holodomor Awareness 


(LUC)—Jan. 22, Brant MPP 
Dave Levac was made a Chevalier 
of the Ukrainian Order of Merit by 
Dr. Thor Ostash, the Ukrainian Am- 
bassador to Canada. 

The award is one of Ukraine’s 
highest honours, and was awarded 
to Levac for his work on increasing 
knowledge and awareness of the 
Holodomor through his co-spon- 
sorship of the Holodomor Memor- 
ial Day Act, 2009. 

“J am extremely humbled by 
the honour presented to me to- 
day,” said MPP Dave Levac. “The 
Holodomor was one of the 20" 
century’s great horrors, where mil- 
lions starved to death because of 
the cold indifference of a merci- 
less tyrant. The people of Ukraine 
and people of Ukrainian descent 
have worked long and hard for this 
atrocity to be recognized for what 
it was: genocide. It was important 
for me to do what I could to help 
them raise Holodomor awareness 
across Ontario; I am incredibly 
grateful to receive this award.” 

The Order of Merit originates 
from the Honourary Award of 
the President of Ukraine, the first 
decoration of independent Ukraine 
instituted in 1992. It is awarded 
to individuals for outstanding 
achievement in economics, sci- 
ence, and culture, military or pol- 
itical spheres of activity. 

“With this award we would like to 


Ostash. 

The Holodomor was a famine 
genocide perpetrated by the Soviet 
regime of Joseph Stalin. Grain sup- 
plies were placed under state con- 
trol and diverted to world markets. 
Farmers were even forbidden from 
eating the chaff in the fields or 
from moving to areas where food 
was available. 

It is estimated that as many as ten 
million people died as a result. The 
Holodomor Memorial Day Act, 
2009, co-sponsored by MPP Le- 
vac, establishes the fourth Saturday 
of every November as Holodomor 
Memorial Day. 

“We congratulate MPP Dave 
Levac for being recognized by 
the Ukrainian Order of Merit be- 
stowed on him by the Government 
of Ukraine. Mr. Levac has been a 
staunch supporter of human rights 
issues and is a true friend of the 
Ulzainian Canadian community. 
We would also like to thank the 
members of the Legislative As- 
sembly of Ontario for their work 
to ensure that the tragedy of the 
Holodomor is recognized and 
will no longer be whitewashed 
by apologists for the Soviet sys- 
tem that created this genocide. I 
would especially like to recognize 
the League of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans and the League of Ukrainian 
Canadian Women, two of UCC’s 
constituent member organizations, 


for their tireless efforts in educat- 
ing Canadians and in working with 
the Legislature of Ontario to en- 
sure this important legislation was 
passed,” said Paul Grod, Ukrainian 


demonstrate our high appreciation 
of MPP Dave Levac’s involvement 
in the recognition in Ontario of the 
Holodomor - the famine genocide 
in Ukraine of 1932-1933,” said 


Finding balance extends 
its reach this winter 


(ACICR)—As Alberta continues to be gripped by winter’s icy touch, 
the Finding Balance campaign will recharge once again to remind seniors 
across the province about how they can prevent a fall before it happens 
and educate them on how to get up if a fall occurs. The Finding Balance 
campaign was developed by founding partners the Alberta Centre for In- 
jury Control & Research (ACICR) and the Alberta Medical Association 
(AMA). 

This recharge celebrates the expansion of the campaign’s core messa- 
ges into 10 different languages, which will be available to multicultural 
communities across the province. By working with the Multicultural 
Health Brokers Co-operative and other translators, Finding Balance was 
able to translate a variety of educational materials for a broader audience 
in order to better communicate and raise awareness amongst all seniors 
about falls. 

“We feel it’s important to expand our message base, especially as the 
boomer generation continues to be the largest aging population to date,” 
says Kathy Belton, ACICR Associate Director. “In order for Finding 
Balance to continue being effective at communicating with seniors, we 
needed to ensure we had the right resources to speak to a variety of cul- 
tural communities across Alberta. Ourmaterials now reflect the diversity 
of our province.” 

As adults age, they are at a higher risk of falling and suffering-an in- 
jury — often with devastating consequences. Falls are the leading cause 
of serious injuries in older adults. Every year, 1 in 3 Alberta seniors will 
fall. Falls are highly preventable, however. 

“With the freezing and thawing taking place across Alberta at this time 
of year, the Finding Balance messages are especially important, particu- 
larly for our senior population,” says Dr. Lyle B. Mittelsteadt, AMA’s 
Senior Medical Advisor in Professional Affairs. ““We want to emphasize 
the importance of staying injury-free by wearing appropriate winter foot- 
wear and watching for icy sidewalks and roadways when walking out- 
side.” 

The Finding Balance campaign, which involves provincial organiza- 
tions, professional associations, personnel from health zones and others, 
focuses on raising awareness among seniors about proven falls preven- 
tion interventions such as keeping active to maintain strength and bal- 
ance, reviewing medications, making one’s home safer and watching 
one’s step inside and outside. 

Finding Balance is sponsored by ACICR, AMA, the Government of 
Alberta, Physiotherapy Alberta — College + Association, Alberta Blue 
Cross, Alberta Therapeutic Recreation Association, the College and As- 
sociation of Registered Nurses of Alberta, the Professional Association 
of Resident Physicians of Alberta and McCallum Printing. 

To obtain resources, get involved and to learn more, please visit www. 
findingbalancealberta.ca or follow Finding Balance on Twitter at www. 
twitter.com/stopfalls. 


Canadian Congress President 

“Based on the strict UN defini- 
tion of genocide proposed in 1948 
by the inventor of the concept him- 
self — Raphael Lemkin, the Ukrai- 
nian SSR and the heavily Ukrainian 
Kuban region in the Caucasus suf- 
fered, according to current schol- 
arship, an average loss of 25% of 
their population in the early 1930s, 
including an estimated 4.5-5.0 mil- 
lion in direct deaths from starva- 
tion. The total loss also included 
1.25 million deported; millions of 
Ukrainians forcibly “Russified” af- 
ter December 1932; most of the na- 
tional, cultural and religious elites 
destroyed; widespread popular up- 
risings suppressed through whole- 
sale military action and terror; mass 
executions; and last, but not least, a 
1.12 million births deficit for 1932- 
1934. Therefore, the cumulative 
demographic losses suffered by the 
Ukrainian people were approxi- 
mately 10 million,” noted Oleh 
Romanyshyn, President, League of 
Ukrainian Canadians 


“It is indeed an _  hon- 
our to congratulate, applaud 
and thank MPP Dave Levac 


for his efforts in sponsoring Bill 
147, and for his championing of 
Holodomor recognition and geno- 
cide education. I am proud that 
Canada, and in particular Ontario, 
took the lead in establishing the 
Holodomor Memorial Day on the 
fourth Saturday in each November, 
recognizing the Holodomor as an 
act of genocide perpetrated by the 
Stalinist regime Sane the Ukrai- 
nian people. Most importantly, 
Bill 147 will help educate future 
generations to condemn all acts of 
tyranny and proactively prevent 
them from ever happening again,” 
added Chrystyna Bidiak, President, 
League of Ukrainian, Canadian 
Women. \ 
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Oscar-nominated Greene 


narrates “Genocide revealed”’ 


(UCC Mont- 
real)—Graham 
Greene, ап Os- 
car-nominated 
Canadian  ас- 
tor, is the nar- 
rator of Geno- 
cide Revealed 
- the English 
language ver- 
sion of the 
documentary 
film Okradena 
Zemlya on the 
1932-33 fam- 
ine-genocide in 
Soviet Ukraine. 

"Р ат ех- 
tremely happy 
and honoured 


Hilt. У é hi 
Canadian actor Graham Greene (right) recording 


the English narration for Genocide Revealed with the 
films director Yurij Luhovy. 


that actor Graham Greene agreed to record the narration for Genocide 
Revealed”, said the film’s director Yurij Luhovy. “He has an exception- 
ally rich and amazing voice so well suited for this documentary. He in- 
tuitively understands and has empathy for a people and a nation aimed 
for destruction, as he, himself, is of proud Native American origin, born 
on the Six Nations Reserve in Ontario. I am thrilled to have him part of 
this project”, stated Luhovy. 

Greene is one of the most recognizable Aboriginal actors working on 
stage and in film and television in Canada, England and United States. He 
is known for his roles in films such as Dances with Wolves and Thunder- 
heart, as well as television productions of L.A. Law, Northern Exposure 
and as host of the TV program Exhibit A. He has had roles in over 13 stage 
performances and 40 movie and television productions and has received the 
Gemini’s The Earle Grey Award for Lifetime Achievement. 

As with all his documentaries, Luhovy prefers voice-overs to subtitles 
allowing viewers to be drawn into the film, making it easier to follow 
the story. He places the English narration so that portions of the original 
Ukrainian is always heard and appreciated. 

Genocide Revealed will be released in two formats: a 75 minute ver- 
sion and a shorter 52 minute version intended for schools and television 
release. This 1932-33 famine-genocide documentary on one of the 20" 
century’s greatest crimes is based on compelling eye-witness accounts 
and on the newest archival material made accessible after the fall of the 
Soviet Union and Ukraine’s regained independence. 

To organize a premiere of the soon-to-be-released Genocide Revealed 
documentary, or to support this project, please contact Уигі) Luhovy, 
MML Ine, 2330 Beaconsfield Ave, Montreal, Quebec НАА 2G8 or visit 
www.yluhovy.com. 
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Ukrainian pioneer 
briefly touted as oldest 
living Canadian 


Ed. Note: Three days after this story ap- 
peared, Vancouver’s Sum Ying Fung, who 
was born on Jan. 27, 1899, was identified as 
the oldest. 

By Tim Switzer, Regina Leader-Post, Jan. 
25, 2011 

Verna Adamiak isn’t sure if there’s any se- 
cret to her grandmother’s long life. 

But now that Ituna’s Pearl Lutzko is touted 
to be the oldest living Canadian, there must 
be something that has led to her nearly 112 
years. 

“Tt had to be set in the works somewhere,” 
said Adamiak, who also lives in Ituna, locat- 
ed 160 kilometres northeast of Regina. “She 
just lived a normal life. There was nothing 
special that she did that other people don’t 
do. I can’t tell you what her recipe is.” 

Lutzko was born on Feb. 15, 1899 in 
Chortikiw, Ukraine and is believed to be the 
oldest person in Canada at 111 years and 11 
1/2 months. 

The title had belonged to Elizabeth Buhler 
of Winkler, Man., who passed away on Sun- 
day. Buhler was to have turned 112 on Feb. 
8. 

While Lutzko has lived a mostly quiet 
life — coming to Canada in 1907, marrying 
John Lutzko in 1915, farming near Goodeve 
until 1959 and living on her own for 28 years 
after John died in 1975 — she was drawing 
plenty of attention on Tuesday. 

“Tt hits you and you go, “This is something 
pretty exciting,’ “ said Adamiak.”Not too 
many people ever get to this point in life.” 

Still, the day’s excitement didn’t keep her 
from her normal daily activities — even 
when a CBC camera crew was visiting 
her room at the Ituna Pioneer Health Care 
Centre lodge, where Lutzko has lived since 
2003. 

“One of the (lodge) workers came in and 
said, ‘Grandma, it’s bingo. Are you going to 
go to bingo?’ “ Adamiak said. “(She said,) 
‘I’m finished here, let’s go to bingo.’ So she 
went to bingo so that tells you she still has 
some interests in life.” 

“She makes it known to the staff what she 
would like to wear and what she’s willing to 
eat and what she wants to eat,” said Chris 
Klimezak, the health centre’s recreation 
co-ordinator. “She’s very strong-willed that 


Pearl Lutzko at age 105. Photograph: Cour- 
tesy of the Lutzko family, handout to the Re- 
gina Leader-Post. | | 


way.” 

Lutzko, who is six years older than the 
province of Saskatchewan, attends the 
lodge’s Roman Catholic church service every 
Wednesday and according to her 94-year-old 
son, Nick, “she will talk to you loads.” 

“Her legs are giving out, but other than 
that, she’s OK,” continued Nick, who also 
lives in Ituna. 

«І don’t know what the secret is but I sup- 
pose she could tell you a big story from her 
life.” 

Pearl Lutzko gave birth to seven children 
and has 29 grandchildren, 55 great-grand- 
children and 26 great-great-grandchildren 
(although that last number could be off by 
one, said Adamiak). 

The family is spread mostly through Al-\ 
berta and Saskatchewan but some will like- 
ly be back for Lutzko’s birthday party next 
month. 

“Since she was 85 years old, we have al- 
ways had a birthday party for her and the last 
10 or so have been getting bigger and bigger 
and bigger,” said Adamiak. 

“We were just making it a regular birthday 
party until (Tuesday), but now I think we’re 
going to have to open it up a little bit.” 


Two bomb explosions rock Makiyivka 


Ukrainian Journal}—Two explosions 
rocked the city of Makiyivka on Jan. 20, 
shattering a coal company headquarters and 
a marketplace, and sending hundreds of se- 
curity agents and police to investigate the 
“terrorist” strike. 

Although no one was hurt by the explo- 
sions, an anonymous message was later dis- 
covered threatening at least five more blasts 
unless the authorities pay 4.2 million euros in 
ransom. 

Underscoring the seriousness of the threat, 
President Viktor Yanukovych cut short 
his four-day visit to Japan, and returned to 
Ukraine on Jan. 21 to hold a meeting with 
law enforcement officials. 

While on his way to Ukraine, Yanukovych 
ordered law enforcement agencies to step up 
surveillance and put thousands of police on 
alert across the country in order to “protect” 
the people. 

The latest blasts increase to four the num- 
ber of explosions that have rocked Ukraine 
since the election of Yanukovych to the 
presidency in February 2010. 

There were no reports of explosions during 
the five years of presidency of Yanukovych’s 
predecessor, Viktor Yushchenko, nor during 
the presidency of Leonid Kuchma, Yush- 
chenko’s predecessor. 

Yulia Tymoshenko, a former prime min- 
ister and the leader of the largest opposition 
party, said she suspected the explosions may 


have been set off to distract the people from 
worsening economic and social problems. 

“There is a technique in the world when 
clear failures by the authorities are covered 
up by non-understandable explosions,” Ty- 
moshenko told Ukrayinska Pravda on Jan. 
20. “I don’t want my forecast to become 
true, but I have my suspicions.” 

“There were much harder times, especially 
during Kuchma, when people would not get 
salaries for 10-12 months, and nobody plant- 
ed any bombs,” Tymoshenko said. “That’s 
why this all looks strange.” 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s security service, 
SBU, has been investigating the blasts in 
Makiyivka as “terrorism,” according to SBU 
chief Valeriy Khoroshkovskiy. 

“The measure taken by the authorities and 
by the law enforcement agencies service are 
aimed at making sure that nothing threatens 
anybody,” Khoroshkovskiy said at a press 
conference in Makiyivka “As of right now, 
I can say that we can be confident that the 
situation has been localized.” 

The first blast was set off in a public phone 
cabin near the Golden Plaza marketplace in 
Makiyivka on 4:37 am, while the second 
explosion was set off at 5:05 am in front of 
headquarters of MakiyivkaVuhillia, a local 
coal extracting company. 

The blasts shattered and smashed windows 
in the office building, causing some dam- 
ages to the office exterior. 


Ukrainian News/Y«paiHepki вісті, February 3- 16, 3 - 16 лютого, 2011 


Russian BSF strengthens 
presence in Ukraine 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The  Rus- 
sian Navy plans to increase its presence on 
Uksainian territory by adding urban infra- 
structure and civilian manpower to its naval 
assets in Sevastopol. The command of Rus- 
sia’s Black Sea Fleet intends to build a hous- 
ing estate (“mikrorayon”) for 20,000 person- 
nel of the fleet, their dependents, and civilian 
service providers to the Russian fleet in that 
city. The housing estate and associated ser- 
vice infrastructure is planned to occupy both 
sides of Kazachya Bay, alongside the base 
of a Russian “marine infantry” (amphibious 
landing troops) regiment. 

The government of Russia will finance this 
program from a fund dedicated to the socio- 
economic development of Sevastopol. That 
fund currently stems from the 2010 arrange- 
ments to subsidize Ukraine’s consumption 
of Russian gas. The socio-economic fund’s 
value is deducted from the value of that 
subsidy. This portion, consequently, helps 
to consolidate Russia’s military foothold on 
Ukzainian territory. The head of the Sevasto- 
pol city administration (by law a Ukrainian 
government appointee), Valery Saratov, has 
expressed gratitude in announcing this Rus- 
sian building program. 

On April 21, 2010, Presidents Viktor 
Yanukovych and Dmitry Medvedev signed 
the agreement to prolong the Russian Fleet’s 
basing rights in Ukraine beyond the 2017 
expiration date, by another 25 years, with a 
further five-year extension option to 2047. 
In return, Russia agreed to grant a 30 percent 
discount on the price of Russian natural gas 
to Ukraine, if that price exceeds $336 per 
one thousand cubic meters (tem). 

It now turns out, however, that an imple- 
mentation mechanism and even a common 
understanding of that arrangement are lack- 
ing. On April 18, 2010 in Moscow, the Rus- 
sian and Ukrainian Finance Ministers, Alek- 
sei Kudrin and Fedir Yaroshenko, respect- 
ively, started negotiations on implementing 
the April 21, 2010 agreements. The Russian 
side seems more interested in quibbling and 
stalling, than-in delivering. Kudrin insisted 
that “a new agreement” must be negotiated 
to define “concrete terms and parameters, on 
which implementation would depend.” For 
his part, Yaroshenko seemed to plead for 
overcoming a deadlock: “For us it is import- 
ant to reach a common interpretation, define 
a common methodology for implementing 
this agreement in real life”. 

While Kyiv sounds anxious about Mos- 
cow delivering “in real life,’ Moscow may 
well turn its side of the bargain into a dead 
letter. The price of gas seems unlikely to 
stay above $300 per tem (unless Moscow 
decides to practice overt extortion and by 
the same token subsidize its own extortion 
of Ukraine). Below that price level, Russia 
can still pressure Ukraine into further con- 


cessions, in return for further discounts on 
the gas price. This would probably be that 
“new agreement” to which Kudrin is allud- 
ing. 

Moscow is well placed to implement the 
naval base extension agreement while bar- 
gaining over implementation of the gas price 
agreement. The April 2010 arrangements are 
asymmetrical in that the naval base agree- 
ment is self-enforcing while the gas agree- 
ment is not. Ukraine lacks the power to with- 
hold implementation or the former, while 
Russia has ample means to set conditions for 
implementing the latter. 

Since those agreements were signed, Mos- 
cow has announced plans to replace old war- 
ships of its Black Sea Fleet with new ones, 
increase that Fleet’s tonnage in net terms, 
and upgrade the fleet’s weaponry. Moderniz- 
ation plans as announced during 2010 envis- 
age adding one cruiser, several frigates, and 
several submarines by 2015. In addition, one 
Mistral-class amphibious attack ship (out of 
four planned for procurement from France) 
is supposed to be allocated to Russia’s Black 
Sea Fleet. 

Russia’s naval presence in Ukraine under- 
scores the Ukrainian government’s lax inter- 
pretation of the country’s non-bloc status. 
Ukraine’s current authorities have legislat- 
ed for this status, and drastically curtailed 
cooperation with NATO, without developing 
a clear definition of the non-bloc status, or 
an international legal-political framework 
to ensure its observance. Within this grey 
area, Russia suggests that it would consider 
modernizing and operating itself the Ukrain- 
ian radars in Sevastopol and Mukachevo, as 
contribution to a common anti-missile de- 
fence system. 

Russia’s entrenchment in the Crimea has 
caught NATO, the United States, and the 
European Union distracted and wrong-foot- 
ed. Some other actors now seek to develop 
a soft-security answer. On January 20 in 
Strasbourg, the European Parliament’s For- 
eign Affairs Committee adopted a resolution 
on the full range of security challenges in 
the Black Sea region. Inspired by Romanian 
MEP’s, and intended for submission to the 
European Parliament’s plenum, the resolu- 
tion expresses particular concern about the 
extension of the Russian Black Sea Fleet’s 
lease on Ukrainian territory. The resolu- 
tion suggests that the EU should develop a 
conflict-prevention and early-warning sys- 
tem. This would serve to build confidence 
throughout the region and help prevent 
threat of force, its use or escalation. Such a 
system would focus on arms transfers and 
naval activities. The proposal regards Rus- 
sia as a desirable partner in such a system, 
alongside the EU and the Black Sea region’s 
countries (members or non-members of the 
EU). This area today faces key challenges 
that the EU cannot ignore. 


Ukrainian activists alarmed 
over alleged police brutality 


(RFE/RL)—Human rights activists in 
Kharkiv have sent an open letter to President 
Viktor Yanukovych urging him to intervene 
in the investigations of two alleged suicides 
in police custody in the past 10 days, RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

A local man died in the hospital after fall- 
ing from the fourth floor window of the 
Loziv district police department in Kharkiv. 
His mother says he was severely beaten by 
police and later thrown out of the window to 
cover up traces of abuse. 

The police say the man was a drug dealer 
who was detained as a suspect in a drug- 
related crime. They say he was intoxicated 
and jumped out of the window during an in- 
terrogation. 

The previous week, a woman, who was al- 
legedly involved in the theft of a sack of po- 
tatoes, allegedly jumped from a third-floor 
window of the same district police precinct 


and died later in the hospital. 

The activists say police in Ukraine in the 
past have physically abused or tortured de- 
tained suspects, but now “the situation is 
getting worse, as it looks as though the po- 
lice were given the green light to do what- 
ever they want.” 

Arkadiy Bushchenko, one of the authors of 
the open letter to Yanukovych, told RFE/RL 
that even if the suspects committed suicide, the 
police department chief should be sacked for 
failing to ensure their safety while in custody. 

The activists say that in the last 13 months, 
more than 50 Ukrainians died in police cus- 
tody and that tens of thousands were mis- 
treated by police in 2010. 

The police are becoming a threat to 
Ukraine’s national security, the open letter 
says, and therefore “we demand swift, law- 
ful, and fair investigations of the brutal ac- 
tions by police officers. 


Ukrainian Меу/5/Українські вісті, February 3- 16, 3 - 16 лютого, 2011 


Yanukovych moves to 
calm dispute with FFU 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor 
Yanukovych moved on Feb. 2 to calm a dam- 
aging situation with Ukraine’s soccer ruling 
body which is threatening the country’s right 
to co-host the 2012 European Champion- 
ship. 

Yanukovych denied that the state had been 
interfering in the Ukrainian Football Federa- 
tion (FFU), called for sensitive internal dis- 
cussions to be postponed until after the tour- 
nament and said he did not want Ukraine to 
lose the right to organize Euro 2012. 

“We can resolve the conflict in the FFU by 
postponing discussions on its internal prob- 
lems until next year,” he said, quoted by Reu- 
ters in an interview ahead of a planned visit to 
Warsaw on Feb. 3. 

Ukraine is co-hosting Euro 2012 with Po- 
land. 

European soccer’s governing body UEFA 
has given Ukraine until Feb. 4 to end pres- 
sure on the president of its national federa- 
tion or face suspension from international 
football, thus losing the right to stage the 
tournament next June. 

UEFA has come down on the side of 
Hryhoriy Surkis, who has headed the FFU 
for 10 years and is now fighting a sustained 
attempt by opponents to oust him before 
Euro 2012. 

Ukraine’s big-money soccer scene is rife 
with competing interests among its super- 
wealthy. 

Ukrainian media say key figures who want 
the 61-year-old Surkis out include Euro 2012 
minister Boris Kolesnikoy and chemical and 
construction oligarch Oleksandr Yaroslav- 
skiy, Reuters reported. 

Soccer insiders in Ukraine say it is likely 
that Yanukovych’s veiled warning to them to 
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back down would carry weight when they 
considered a response to UEFA. 

Jan. 28, UEFA gave Ukraine a week to 
resolve the situation after receiving docu- 
ments showing that some state and regional 
authorities were putting pressure on dele- 
gates. 

Surkis’s opponents, who have a majority 
voice in the FFU, say they will continue to 
seek his dismissaldespite the warnings from 
UEFA and world soccer’s governing body 
FIFA. 

They have been seeking an extraordinary 
meeting of the FFU to push through a vote 
of no-confidence in Surkis. 

Yanukovych appeared to be denying there 
was any direct political interference from 
his camp, though oligarch wealth and raw 
politics are fused in Ukraine. 

Insiders expected a formal response to 
UEFA from them within the next 48 hours, 
Reuters reported. 

Several FFU members tried unsuccessful- 
ly in December to sack Surkis who has been 
accused by some fans of favouring Dynamo 
Kyiv, a team run by his brother Thor Surkis. 

Other power brokers tied closely into 
Ukraine’s football world include its wealthi- 
est man, Rinat Akhmetov who owns leading 
club Shakhtar Donetsk. He was a powerful 
financial backer of Yanukovych’s election 
campaign. 

Another oligarch, [hor Kholomoyskiy, 
who made his fortune in banking, metals 
and fuel, is seen as a backer of Surkis. 


Shevchenko looking 
forward to EURO 2012 


(UEFA)—Pride and honour were the 
watchwords as Andriy Shevchenko dis- 
cussed UEFA EURO 2012 preparations in 
Ukraine on and off the pitch. 

Jan. 25 marked 500 days before co-hosts 
Poland kick off UEFA EURO 2012 in War- 
saw and tournament planning is well ad- 
vanced. Now back playing at FC Dynamo 
Куїм, national treasure Shevchenko has fol- 
lowed developments at close quarters and is 
delighted with what he is seeing. 

“Preparations are going very well,” the 
34-year-old forward told UEFA.com in his 
capacity as EURO ambassador. “Ukraine 
has made notable progress over the last five 
or six months. We are taking it very serious- 
ly. It is very important for Ukraine, not only 
in terms of football development but also 
for the development of the country and its 
people. | am confident we will be well рге- 
pared; it is a matter of national pride.” 

Swelling pride has come with grow- 
ing expectations. Ukraine’s Under-21 side 
have become a force in recent years and FC 
Shakhtar Donetsk’s progress to the UEFA 
Champions League round of 16, two years 
after winning the UEFA Cup, is seen as proof 
that, once again, the country is approaching 
the summit of European football. “Ukraine 
is on the rise at club and international lev- 
els,” said Shevchenko, who returned to Dy- 
namo in 2009 after a glittering decade with 

AC Milan and Chelsea FC. 

“T see many positive changes taking place 
and Ukrainian clubs are competing at the 
highest level. The fact Shakhtar Donetsk 
have qualified for the knockout stage of the 
Champions League is a real achievement.” 
Such advances owe much, he added, to the 
decision in April 2007 to award the host- 
ing of UEFA EURO 2012 to Poland and 
Ukraine, with clubs subsequently plough- 
ing more money into “football infrastructure 


Andriy Shevchenko 


and youth development”. 

The youthful bent is increasingly reflected 
within the national-team set-up. Shevchenko 
may have won his 100th cap in October 
but he is among a shrinking group of wise 
old heads as precocious youngsters break 
through: Shakhtar’s Taras Stepanenko, 
FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk striker Yevhen 
Konoplyanka and Andriy Yarmolenko, 
Shevchenko’s Dynamo team-mate, being 
chief among them. 

“They are key players, the future of the 
Ukraine team — a new generation of players 
we have high hopes for,” said Shevchenko, 
eager for another tilt at a major finals after 
Ukraine missed out on the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup, losing 1-0 to Greece in the play-offs. 
“We are a young team, working hard prepar- 
ing for the finals. I am confident the young- 
sters will perform with dignity at EURO 
2012. It’s a matter of pride and honour for 
all of us.” 
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Is Ukraine hitching 
its economic cart to 
collapsing horse? Russia 


By Walter Derzko 

If you only read the headlines of most 
newspapers, the perception you would get is 
that Russia is a rising regional power with 
ambitions of becoming a global super power 
again. 

A public 2009 Canadian military fore- 
sight report summarizes the following: 
“Since 1999, Russia has been experiencing 
an economic revival largely based on its oil 
and natural gas exports. Unlike the USSR, 
modern Russia is not challenging the world 
order, only the current power distribution.” 
It concludes: Wanting to be a player on the 
world stage again, Russia will pursue con- 
tinued relations with Europe, NATO, and the 
United States in order to prevent marginal- 
ization and help recreate Russia as at least a 
regional power. For the foreseeable future, 
Russia will not aggressively challenge the 
United States or its allies.” 

In fact, this vision of Russia may be overly 
optimistic. The reverse may now be true. 

In reality, both Russia and Gazprom, the 
state-owned gas company, are both quietly 
going broke, which the mainstream media 
and experts ignore. But wait a minute, you 
ask? Isn’t Russia selling oil and gas like 
there is no tomorrow? Yes, but that is Rus- 
sia’s strength for the time being and its 
Achilles Heel in the medium and long run. 

Russian Energy Minister Sergiy Shmatko 
admitted last November that the Russian oil 
sector had reached the point where it needs 
immediate reforms and a reduction in the tax 
burden, in order to prevent a rapid decline of 
oil production, starting in 2011-2012. This 
sector, meanwhile, generates over 40% of 
Russia’s export revenues, so that reducing 
the tax burden on the oil sector when Russia 
is already carrying a budget deficiency in the 
area of 10% is a very challenging task in- 
deed. Coupled with tumbling oil production, 
we may see another collapse of both oil and 
gas prices in the near future. Europe is not as 
dependent on Russian gas as it once was. It 
now has other options, such as liquefied nat- 
ural gas from Qatar and shale gas from Po- 
land and Ukraine within the next five years. 

Gazprom also carries a very heavy debt 
load, and can sustain stability only if its rev- 
enues increase, which looks unlikely. Russia 
had already depleted most of its sovereign 
wealth fund reserves, and is running budget 
deficiency 9-12% per year. Under these con- 
ditions it will have no resources for bail- 
ing out Gazprom. The recovery of the gas 
market in Europe will not be sufficiently 
fast, and will not produce sufficient demand 
to offset emerging competition from Central 
Asia, Azerbaijan, Qatar, and possibly Poland 
and Ukraine in European markets. 

Remember too that oil price manipulation 
(keeping oil prices artificially low for a dec- 
ade) was a geopolitical weapon that was suc- 
cessfully used by the USA (Zbigniew Brzez- 
inski and the Reagan Administration) in 
an attempt to bankrupt the former Soviet 
Union. It worked. 


Back in the 1970s and 80s, cybernetic 
experts in Kyiv and Moscow using system 
dynamics modeling, predicted the collapse 
of the Soviet Union due to low oil prices, by 
1990 plus or minus one or two years — not 
a popular notion at the time, but key people 
did pay heed. Two years before the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, Russian and Ukrainian 
oligarchs started to move their wealth off- 
shore in 1988-89. 

Similar systems dynamics modeling 
shows similar collapse signals and that 
Putinism in Russian and President Yanuko- 
vych’s regime in Ukraine will suffer a simi- 
lar fate as did the former Soviet Union. 

These geopolitical and economic develop- 
ments may lead to the economic collapse of 
Gazprom in the short term and the Russian 
Federation during the second half of the 
current decade. Russia already defaulted 
on sovereign debt in the 1980s and won’t 
hesitate again to leave foreign bond holders 
with worthless paper. Such a collapse, even 
if it won’t impact on the territorial integrity 
of the Russian Federation, will essentially 
weaken Russia. It could lead to the rapid es- 
calation of ethnic tensions in the Northern 
Caucasus, massive infiltration of Chinese 
migrants into Siberia, and growing separa- 
tist movements that will fill the power vac- 
uum. Its ability to play the role of the super- 
power may be diminished at the regional 
level and over a larger geographical area, 
which includes Moldova, Ukraine, Russia, 
Kirgizstan, Tajikistan, Armenia, Georgia, 
and Azerbaijan, which may become un- 
stable. The cause of such instabilities are 
still existent “frozen” conflicts in Transdn- 
isteria, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Karabakh, 
and border disputes in Central Asia. So far, 
all these conflicts remain “frozen” because 
of Russia’s heavy military grip. As this 
weakens, the probability of cross boarder 
and internal conflicts grows. 

A new energy wild card has come into 
the mix. A new US biotechnology company 
Joule Unlimited has received a patent on a 
genetically modified E coli bacteria that can 
use only carbon dioxide (CO2) and sunlight 
to generate refined hydrocarbons including 
gasoline, jet fuel and diesel at a cost of $30 
per barrel. So who do you think Europe will 
be buying oil products from in the future? 
High priced Russia? 

So if the worst case scenario takes hold 
in Russia, similar to conditions before the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, why would 
Ukraine want to strengthen its economic and 
political ties with Russia, a losing horse? 
Walter (Wolodymyr) Derzko is a Senior 
Fellow at the Strategic Innovation Lab 
(sLab), and a lecturer in the MA program 
in Strategic Foresight and Innovation, On- 
tario College of Art & Design (OCAD) Uni- 
versity in Toronto. 


Ukraine, Turkey to set up strategic council 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor 
Yanukovych and Turkish Prime Minister Re- 
cep Tayyip Erdogan signed a joint declara- 
tion to establish a high-level strategic council 
between Ukraine and Turkey among other 
measures boosting mutual cooperation. 


Ukraine and Turkey will seek to double’ 


mutual trade between the two during the 
next five years to $10 billion annually, and 
will seek to further increase it to $20 billion 
within 10 years. 

“We have agreed that we set a task for the 
first five years to increase trade between our 
two countries to $10 billion, and double it 
over ten years to $20 billion,” Yanukovych 
said at a press conference, Jan. 26. 

Ukraine and Turkey have agreed to launch 


measures aimed at cancelling visa require- 
ments, Yanukovych said. “We have agreed to 
launch a visa cancellation process,” Yanuko- 
vych said. 

A total of six documents were signed as a 
result of Erdogan’s visit to Ukraine, incl» '- 
ing an agreement between the Cabine: 
Ministers of Ukraine and the Governme:.. 
of Turkey on setting up an international dir- 
ect freight rail-ferry service. 

Also, a memorandum of understanding 
in the energy sector was signed between 
the Energy and Coal Industry Ministry of 
Ukraine and the Energy and Natural Re- 
sources Ministry of Turkey, and a cooper- 
ation program between Ukraine’s and Tur- 
key’s nuclear energy agencues. 


(MASI)—Jan. 19 the Metropolitan And- 
rey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Chris- 
tian Studies (MASI), an academic unit of 
the Faculty of Theology, hosted its annual 
blessing of water for the Feast of Theoph- 
any. This year Eastern Christians joined 
with visitors of various backgrounds at 
Saint Paul University for a unique and up- 
lifting experience. 

Following Matins and Divine Liturgy at 
MASI, approximately 70 people proceeded 
to a beautiful ice cross in front of Saint Paul 
University for the blessing of the water. The 
cross, which stands 2 metres tall, was built 
by the seminarians of Holy Spirit Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Seminary under the supervi- 
sion of their Spiritual Director, Fr. Andrew 
Onuferko. During the blessing, Fr. Stephen 
Wojcichowsky, Director of the Sheptytsky 
Institute, was joined by Fr. Peter Galadza, a 
professor at the Sheptytsky Institute, Fr. Taras 
Cherewick, Air Force lieutenant-colonel and 
chaplain to the Canadian Armed Forces, Fr. 
Andrea Spatafora, a Roman Catholic priest 
and Dean of the Faculty of Theology, Saint 
Paul University, and Fr. Kevin Flynn, Assis- 
tant Professor and Director of Anglican Stud- 
ies at Saint Paul University. 

Also present during the celebration were 


research and teaching fellow at MASI, Fr. 
Michael Winn, Rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary in Ottawa and the Ukrai- 
nian Ambassador to Canada, Dr. Thor Ostash 
and his staff. Many students, professors and 
staff from Saint Paul University as well as 
members of the Ukrainian community at- 
tended. 

This celebration marks one of the most 
significant feasts celebrated by Christians, 
recounting the first manifestation of the 
Holy Trinity to humanity while Jesus Christ 
was baptized in the Jordan River by John 
the Baptist. As the Son of God was being 
baptized in the river, the Holy Spirit in the 
form of a dove descended from heaven and 
the Fr.’s voice was heard to call Jesus His 
beloved Son. From this moment onward, 
the peace and light from Christ renews the 
world. 

In his remarks to those assembled, Fr. Ste- 
phen observed that, as we gathered for this 
feast of faith celebrating the manifestation 
of Christ’s peace and light to the world and 
the confirmation of the presence of the Holy 
Trinity dwelling in the hearts of the faithful, 
the cross would remain as a visible reminder 
of the Christian spirit which imbues the daily 
life of Saint Paul University. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, February 3- 16, З - 16 лютого, 2011 


Theophanycelebrations held atSaintPaul University 


Procession to the ice cross. 


Lviv’s icon restorers revive precious gems 


By Natalia A. Feduschak, Kyiv Post 

It will take months of delicate restoration 
for the Madonna’s face on the 14th-century 
icon to be seen again. 

The process will include a chemical analy- 
sis of the work, gluing the icon’s cloth foun- 
dation back to the wood and then a painstak- 
ing effort to lift centuries of grime. 

Helping icons live again is all in a day’s 
work for restorers at The Andrey Sheptytsky 
Lviv National Museum. Considered some of 
the best icon restorers in the world, this group 
of 40 dedicated individuals has tackled diffi- 
cult projects. Overall, the museum has some 
4,000 icons, which have been collected over 


several decades. Some of them are currently 
on tour in the United States. 

The first icons were purchased by Metro- 
politan Andrey Sheptytsky of the Greek 
Catholic church, who established the mu- 
seum in 1905, while others were obtained 
over the years. Although some date back to 
the 14th century, the majority of icons in\the 
restorer’s coffers are from the 16th century. 
Their sheer mass and the process involved in 
refurbishment means that restorers work on 
several projects at a time. 

Volodymyr Mokriy, who heads the mu- 
seum’s restoration branch, said all of the icons 
that have come to the museum need restora- 
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tion. “We look after them daily,” he said. 
Some icons need just minor work, like 
ridding air pockets that have developed 
where the canvas on which the icon’s image 
is painted has separated from the wood by 
carefully gluing them back using a syringe. 
This process usually takes several days. 
Others require large amounts of time, 
sometimes years before the restoration is 
complete. With Madonna’s face, the restor- 
er will fill in spaces of chipped paint with 
acrylic, matching colors as close to the ori- 
ginal as possible. At the end of a process that 


Tequires both science and heart, the icon, 


“Mother of God Hodigitria,” will relive its 
previous glory. 

Liubomyr Mahinsky, the department’s as- 
sistant head, has been restoring one icon for 
a year-and-a-half now and only small por- 
tions of it are complete. 

The icon had been x-rayed, and an older 
more professionally painted image had been 
discovered underneath the current impres- 
sion. After a museum council approved the 
measure, he was tasked with expunging the 
new image while restoring the older one and 
repairing defects. 

Mahinsky said the restorers are struggling 
with the renovation. The problem is in the 
gluing process; no matter how much they 
try, the procedure fails and restorers aren’t 
able to obtain the desired result. “It has elud- 
ed us for five years,” he said of the icon. 

Still, the restorers contend there is no icon 
that can’t be renewed. “No matter how old, 
they are restorable,” said Mokriy. 

One of the misconceptions people have 


lected over several decades.(UNIAN) 


The Andrey Sheptytsky Lviv National Museum has some 4,000 icons, which have been col- 


when they see icons that have darkened 
with age is that the paint is at fault. In real- 
ity, however, it is the varnish. Mokriy said 
iconographers used a component based on 
egg-yokes. Once it is cleaned by their con- 
temporary colleagues, vibrant colors often 
shine through. 

Iconographers “used natural products. The 
environment plays a role,” he said. 

The restorers’ work often puts them into 
intimate contact with their predecessors. On 
a recent visit to one of the restoration labs in 
Lviv, restorer Iryna Melnyk said they some- 
times get angry with their professional for- 
bearers, who sometimes painted over well- 
executed icons either because they were 
short on supplies or felt an icon was just too 
old for that era’s taste. 

Mokriy said today’s restorers can tell when 
iconographers had a slight of hand, or even 
too much to drink, as they worked. For in- 
stance, some figures were painted with six 
fingers. It appears, however, iconographers 
sometimes painted scenes just for them- 
selves. 

One of the icons in the restorers’ studio 
boasts a hunting scene with a rider on a horse 
that would never be seen by the public. The 
dome of a church in the village of Stary Vit- 
kiv hosts the drawing of a woman’s figure — 
breast, lips and other intimate parts — painted 
into a leaf. 

Despite these discrepancies, the icons are a 
constant reminder of the richness and depth 
of Ukrainian culture. “We are identified in 
these icons,” said Olena Sychaha, a restorer. 
“The Ukrainian nation isn’t lost. It remains.” 


